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Chad 


Chad: Seven ‘Red Commandos’ Released in 
Moundou 6 Feb 


ABO702200096 Ndjamena Radtodiffusion Nationa! 
Ichadienne in French 1900 GMT 6 keb 96 


[FBIS Summary] Seven young Red Commandos were 
this morning released in Moundou and handed over to 
their relatives. These young farmers had been arrested 
in * number of villages in the Logone Region for 
complicity with the rebellion in the southern part of 
the country or for taking up arms. “The decision to 
release them was made by the prefect of the Logone 
Occidental Region in agreement with the military and 
civilian authorities in Moundou, as part of the policies 
of national reconciliation and overtures sdvocated by 
the government. 


Chad: (ficial Discusses Referendum, Election 
Timeta)le, Peace 

ABOSO2103596 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMI 7 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] The electoral campaign on a 
referendum in Chad will open in March, along wath 
the presidential and legislative elecuons. Mahamat Nour 
Mallaye, the Chadian minister tor animal husbandry, on 
visit to Libreville, Gabon, said that a new meeting will 
take place following the one held in Franceville in the 
south east of Gabon, which, according to him, was a bit 
premature. Mr. Mallaye has the details; he is talking to 
reporter Patrick Bibank:. 


[Begin recording] [Mallaye] Let us say that the 
Franceville talks were a bit premature. When the 
talks took place in Franceville, the availability of the 
government delegation was total, but there were people 
within the ranks of the political and military opposition 
who thought they were right not to sign the agreement. 
However, we hope that these people will change their 
mind and wall adhere to the Franceville Declaration, 
which will enable us to move forward. In this respect, 
we do not exclude another meeting in Franceville or 
anywhere else in Gabon. We believe that what the 
Gabonese authorities and the head of state have done 
so far is laudable and we encourage them to continue in 
that sense so that the sons of Chad may come together 
and together bring peace to their country. 

[Bibank] It is known that the electoral process has also 


divided the political class in Chad. What about that 
today? 


{Mallaye} The electoral process is in progress. The 
census has just heen completed. We believe that March 
will he devoted to the referendum, presidential, and 
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legislative clecuions campaign. All the political classes 
agree on this pont. They all want the government and 
all the political partners to yommtly make every effort t 
respect the elecuon timetable. [end recording | 


Gabon 


Gabon: Opposition Leader Says Government 
Stalling on Paris Accords 


ABO702202096 Paris AFP in brench 
1234 GMI 7 bkeb 6 


IFBIS Translated Text} Paris, 7 Feb (APP) Paul 
Mba Abessole, leader of the National Lumberjacks 
Rally, the main Gabonese opposition party, today in 
Paris denounced the government's delaying tacues in 
implementing the Paris Accords, which were signed in 
October 1994. The accords which were signed between 
President Omar Bongo’s representatives and opposition 
parues recommended the holding of municipal, district, 
and parliamentary elections within TS months of the 
signing of the accords 


At a news conterence in Paris, Mr. Abessole, who 
recently arrived there trom Gabon, noted that nothing 
had been done 15 months after the deadline had expired 
The Paris Accords were signed under the auspices of 
the OAU, the European Union, the United States, and 
Canada. They were supposed to have put an end t 
the crisis Which arose from the opposition’s contest ot 
the 1990 parliamentary elections and 1994 presidential 
elecuons, which were marred by violence 


Mr. Abessole requested the assistance of France, a4 
fnendly country,” in changing the Gabonese Presidential 
Guard into a republican guard as stipulated by the Pans 
Accords 


He painted a gloomy picture of the economic situation 
which, he said, was bearing the brunt of the political 
instability in the country.” He denounced the embez- 
viement of public funds and hinted at 
agitation 


possible social 


According to Mr. Abessole, his country’s external debt 
stood at 2,000 billion CFA trancs in 1994, while debt 
servicing stood at 344.9 billion CPA francs in 1996 of 
40.9 percent of total expenditure 


Zaire 
Zaire: UNHCR Confirms Zaire To Close Two 
Refugee Camps 
LDOS02142596 Paris Radto France International 
in French 1230 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] We have just received tresh 
news. Zaire has indeed decided to close two refugee 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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camps, sheltering a total of 237,000 Rwandan refugees, 
this weekend, in order to speed up the departure from 
its territory of more than | million of these refugees 
who fled the genocide in 1994. This news comes from 
a UNHCR [UN High Commissioner for Refugees] 
spokesperson. 


Zaire: Government Fails To Confirm Plans To 
Close Refugee Camps 


ABOS02180796 Paris AIP in French 
1534 GMT 8 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text! Kinshasa, 8 Feb (AFP) — Zaire 
today refused to confirm or deny that it has decided to 
close down two Rwandan refugee camps in the Goma 
Region this weekend as previously announced by the 
UNHCR in Geneva, Switzerland. Gerard Kamanda wa 
Kamanda, tie Zairian deputy prime minister in charge 
of foreign affairs who was interviewed by AFP, said 
his government ‘is beginning to get fed up with people 
who speak on its oehalf.” 


Gerard Kamanda wa Kamanda_ stressed that the 
UNHCR-Rwanda-Zaire agreements signed in Geneva 
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in December 1995 on the operations tor the repatriauion 
and closing down of the camps provided that the 
“targeted” camps should not be selected for “security 
and efficiency” reasons. “One has the impression that 
there is a politcal opposiuon group at the UNHCR 
that surfaces whenever agreements are about to be 
implemented just to make them fail, Mr. Kamanda 
stated, accusing the UNHCR of trying ‘to make 
Zaire responsible tor the possible consequences of the 
exercise. 


UNHCR Spokesman Francis Kpatinde announced in 
Geneva today that Zaire has decided to close down two 
camps hosting a total of 247,000 Rwandan refugees 
with the assistance of the Army to speed up the 
repatriation of more than 1 million Rwandans who fled 
the 1994 genocide. Mr. Kpatinde said that the two 
cainps affected by this “administrative closure’ are those 
in Kibumba, Gomi Region, with 190,000 people, and 
Kashushua, where 47,000 Rwandans have taken refuge 
The Kashushua camp 1s located further south, along the 
border, in the Bukavu region. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Eritrea 
Eritrea: Government Gives Embassy Building to 
Sudanese Opposition 


NCU702175996 Cairo MENA tn Arabic 
1730 GMT 7 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} London, 7 Feb (MENA) — 
The Eritrean authorities have handed over the Sudanese 
Embassy building in Asmara to the Sudanese opposition 
leaders, who wall use it as their headquarters. 


Reporting this today, the London-based newspaper AL- 
HAYAH sard that the building was handed over during 
an official ceremony. [passage omitted] 


The paper adds that the Sudanese opposition has tre- 
cently stepped up its activities in Asmara. The Sudanese 
opposition has started a four-hour daily radio transmis- 
sion and set up training camps on Eritrean ter@tory. In 
a recent interview with the paper, the Eritrean president 
expressed his country’s readiness to help the Sudo nese 
opposition militarily and to enable it set up camps for 
raining opposiuon forces. 


It should be recalled that the three-story building has 
helonged to the Sudanese Government since former 
Sudanese President Ibrahim ‘Abbud received it as a gift 
from Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie in 1960. The 
building has been empty since Eritrea broke relations 
with Sudan on § December 1994. 


Eritrea: More on Handover of Embassy Building to 
Sudanese Opposition 


MM0902104496 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAI 
in Arabic 7 Feb 96 ppl, 4 


[Report by “‘Uthman Mirghant: “Eritrean Government 
Hands Over Sudanese Embassy to Opposition’ ] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] London — In a step pre- 
saging an escalation in the confrontation, the Eritrean 
Government yesterday handed over the Sudanese Em- 
bassy building in Asmara to the opposition, which it 
described as ‘the legitimate representative of the Su- 
danese people 


The embassy building, owned by the Sudanese Gov- 
ernment, was handed over to leaders of the Sudanese 
opposition Democratic National Grouping [DNG] in a 
ceremony which was attended by a number of Entrean 
officials, headed by “Abdallah Jabir, official in charge ot 
organizauion in the People’s Front for Democracy and 
Justice [al-jabhah al-sha’biyah |i al-dimogratiyah wa al- 
‘adalah]. There has been no official reaction to this step 
from Khartoum 


Eritrean officials handed the keys to the embassy build- 
ing to Muhammad “Uthman al-Mirgham, head of the 
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DNG and leader of the Democrauc Unionist’ Party 
(OUP) in Sudan, to turn the building into offices for the 
opposition. The ceremony was also attended by other 
Sudanese opposition officials, including “Umar Nur-al- 
Daim, member ot the DNG leadership and secretary 
general of the Ummah Party; (reured) Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Fathi Ahmad ‘Ali, deputy DNG chairman and tor- 
mer commander in chiet of the Sudanese Army; (retuured) 
Brigadier “Abd-al-’Aziz Khalid, commander of the al- 
lied Sudanese forces; and a number of opposition polit- 
ical leaders 


Entrean officials considered this step a confirmation 
of “tien support tor the Sudanese people and their 
legitumate representative (the DNG) 


During the ceremony al-Mirghan praised Eritrea’s po- 
siuion and continued support for the Sudanese people's 
Struggle tor the sake of their just cause 


Al-Mirgham added that this step makes e° try into 
Khartoum through the Asmara gateway a reality 


Dr. “Umar Nur-al-Daim described the handover otf 
the embassy building as (a real proof of the Eritrean 
people's solidanty with their brothers in Sudan. He 
called on other staies to follow Entrea’s example 


Nur-al-Da‘im said that the Sudanese regime (1s going 
through its worst days after the recent Security Council 
resolution.” The resoluuon condemned Sudan, accused 
i of supporting terrorism, and urged it to hand over 
three fugitive Egyptians suspected of involvement in the 
attempt on Egyptian Husnt Mubarak last June 


The Eritrean decision comes a tew days after a US. de- 
cision to withdraw US. diplomats from Khartoum and 
amid speculation about the imposition of international 
sanctions on Sudan, including reducing or withdraw- 
ing foreign diplomatic missions if the three suspects 
are not handed over within 60 days. It is worth men- 
tioning that the Sudanese Embassy in Asmara had been 
closed since diplomatic relations between the two coun- 
tries were severed some 12 months ago 


‘Adil Ahmad Sayyid “Abd-al-Hadi, official in charge 
of information in the opposition DUP, said that the 
Eritrean decision clearly indicates that the DNG is the 
real legitimate representative of the Sudanese people 
He called on other states to take a similar step. [passage 
omitted | 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Ethiopia 
kthiopia: Parliament Endorses Ethiopian Flay, 
Loan Agreement 
EA0602210396 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS) Transcribed Text) The Hous. of People’s 
Representatives today endorsed proclamations on the 
Ethiopian flag and emblem as well! as a loan agreement 
from the European Investment Bank to renovate six 
airports in the country. 


The flag approved by the House of People’s Representa- 
tives has a green color at the top, yellow im the middle, 
and red at the bottom with a blue circle and emblem in 
the center The emblem is a symbol of a star drawn with 
lines of equal sides and indicates the equality between 
hauons, natonalites, religions and sexes in the tederal 
democratic Republic o: Ethiopia. 


The loan agreement endorsed by the House of People’s 
Representatives amounts to 28 million dollars and 1s 
meant to improve the Bole International airport and 
airports in six other towns. 


Ethiopia: Weekly Paper, Monthly Magazine Cease 
Publication 

FAO702223696 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 7 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The weekly newspaper 
YEZAREITU ETHIOPIA and monthly magazine 
SENDEK, which were published by the Ethiopian 
Press Enterprise, have ceased publication. 


The Ethiopian Press Enterprise has also announced that 
it has increased prices on the ETHIOPIAN HERALD 
and ADDIS ZEMEN newspapers. Tadese Zinaye has 
the details: 


[Tadese} according to the general manager of the press 
enterprise, Mr. Tsehaye Debalke, the major reasons for 
the folding of YEZAREITU ETHIOPIA and SENDEK 
magazine were the high cost of publishing and the 
government's decision not to subsidize unprofitable 
publications. [passage omitted] 


Tanzania 


Tanzania: Chief Minister Deplores Opposition 
Parliamentary Boycott 

EAOS802170096 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1900 GMT 7 Feb 96 


[FBIS. Translated Excerpt) Zanzibar Chief Minister 
Muhammad Ghanb Bilal has said that the boycott 
of parliament by MP's elected by the citizens is an 
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attempt to Sabotage democracy in the country, Closing 
a two-day session of the House of Represeatatives, the 
honorable chief minister said the boycott by members 
shows scorn, 1s an (infringement) of the procedures o! 
representation, and violates the honor of the House o! 
Representatives. He said full democracy means showing 
iolerance and respect for one another, not enmity 
or hitred, tor this wall tarnish democracy 
omitted] 


[Passage 


The chief minister said the government intends to d 
everything to protect and defend democracy so that 
future generations see clearly how heroes defended 
humanity and democracy. Honorable Dr. Bila! added 
that the government will contront all sabotage, internal 
or external, so that future generations will be able 
to walk without fear. He sad the government will 
implement these steps on Uhe basis of the law, following 
the constituuon and ethics of the country, without i! 
treatment of any kind. 


Hon. Dr. Bilal welcomed parhament’s approval today 
of the Cash Crops Commission Bill approved without 
the presence of members of the opnosition Civic United 
Front. He said the bill will help agriculture, and enhance 
efforts to increase the national income 


The session of the House of Representatives has been 
adjourned to 2 April this year. 


Uganda 
Uganda: Two Opposition Activists Arrested on 
Sedition Charges 
ABOS02170496 Paris AFP in English 
1637 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kampala, & Feb (AFP) 
Police in Uganda have arrested two opposition activists 
on sedition charges tor alleging that President Yower) 
Museveni planned to bring in voters trom Rwanda 
to help him win presidential elections later this year 
Kenneth Kakande and Godtrey Niele, both members 
of the opposition Democratic Party, were arrested on 
Wednesday [7 February] and asked to withdraw their 
remarks, but they refused. 


A police spokesman said the two would he charged 
with sedition and spreading false information. They 
had alleged that Museveni's ruling National Resistance 
Movement intended to “import about a million voters 
from Rwanda and house them in military harracks in 
advance of Uganda's presidential and general elections. 
expected to be held in June. The government denied the 
allegations 


I am fighting for the :deals of democracy and will 
continue fighting even if | am in prison. In fact | am 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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doing a good job inside the cell here,’ Kakande told 


AFP trom his prison block. 


In anothe’ development, Adoniya Tiberondwa, presi- 
dental candidate for the Uganda People’s Party, said 
Thursday he was standing down in favour of Demo- 
crauc Party hopetul Paul Ssemogerere. Tiberondwa s 


EAST AFRICA 


a 


withdrawal leaves Museveni and Ssemogerere the only 
presidential candidates in the elections. Under Uganda's 
new Constitution, presidental and parliamentary candi- 
dates will not be allowed to run as party representatives, 
but as individuals. 
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South Africa: Mandela Opens Parliament Session 


MBOG9O02093796 Johannesbure SAfm Radio Network 
in Enelish VYO0O GMT Y Feb 96 


{Address by South Atnean President Nelson Mandela 
at the opening of the 1996 sitting of Parliament in Cape 
Town live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Honorable president and ex- 
ecutive president of the Senate, honorable speaker and 
deputy speaker of the National Assembly, chairperson 
ind deputy chairperson of the Constitutional Assem- 
hiy, deputy presidents, ministers and deputy ministers, 
provincial premiers, chiet yustice, president of the Con- 
stitutional Court, leaders of our security services, direc- 
tors general, and leaders of the public service, honor- 
able members of Parliament, disunguished guests, ladies 
and gentlemen. Today in the streets of Johannesburg a 
new patriotism of our new democracy once again assert 
themselves as cruzens of that city express their appre- 
clation tor the feat of our soccer team in the Africa 
Nations Cup. [applause] 


This is bound to replay itself in other cities, adding 
to the crowning glory of our rugby world champions 
(hur sports persons are performing beyond the nation’s 
wildest expectations. Op and off the field they are unit- 
ing Our nation like never before by their determination 
to do the best for their country. Such is the true charac- 
ter of South Africans. We do possess the inner strength 
to achieve excellence. We have the will to persevere 
against all odds. We enter 1996 as cabinet and the rest 
of the executive, as parliamentarians, as workers and 
managers, as professionals, traditional leaders, security 
forces, students, and communities in general, faced with 
the challenge of bringing these positive qualities to bear 
on everything we do, to make South Africa a winning 
nation. We must bring our best -n all of us, and like our 
sports persons perform better everywhere to expand the 
economy and create jobs, to improve the quality of lite 
for all, to expand the frontiers of freedom, and to ensure 
comprehensive securnty for all citizens. 


These are the critical challenges that we tace within and 
outside these hallowed chambers. In October this year 
we shall pass the halfway mark of the present legislature 
and tts executive. The nation and the world wall judge 
us not on whether we mean to do good, but above 
all, on whether we have mobilized South Africans to 
work together to improve theit quality of life. Indeed, 
honorable president, we can say with confidence that 
steadily Put surely the great majority of South Africans 
do tee! that things are improving for the better. We are 
on our way; South Anca is on its way to a better future. 
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Lite has started to have real meaning for the hundreds 
of thousands who now have access to clean and sate 
drinking water. The benefits of democracy have 
tangible impact tor the 400,000 homes which have 
been supplied with electricity ‘uring the course of last 
year. To the millions of children who benefit trom the 
school nutrition scheine, free medical care, and tree and 
compulsory education, not only has the present become 
better, there is also greater confidence in the future 


This is the case with communes, where the clink 
building program and the district health system are 
taking root, the workers in public works programs, the 
communities who can, at last, teel secure on a piece of 
land they can call their own, and the tamilies who, for 
the first ume, are benefiting trom the farmers” support 
program and extension of agricultural credit. At fast, 
millions who had no hope in the future can look ahead 
with confidence, in the full knowledge that they have 
a government prepared to work together wit to 
build a better lite tor all. 


We tormally start the third session of Tey. STGMC 
parhament with South Africa's economy is Tt ian 
in many decades. The rekindling of business contidence 
and optumism reflect the sold foundation on which 
the economic upswing is based. The expansion ot 
the manufacturing sector, phenomenal growth in fixed 
investment, and large capital inflows hold out a promise 
for a durable recovery, and the potential for an even 
better performance. We enter 1996 with no hesitation 
about the extent to which democracy has taken root 
in our society. The confidence of the population in 
the democratic process was again shown dunng the 
local government elections. At the same time, the 
Institutions charged with safeguarding constitutional 
freedoms, such as the Human Rights Commission, 
the Land Commission, and the Office of the Public 
Protector, have been formed. The Constitutional Court 
has, im its one year of existence, firmly asserted its 
independence as the impartial and authoritative guardian 
of the Constitution that it ts. 


In brief, South African politics is ascending to the 
level of normalcy, where civilized standards of political 
relauions will be entrenched, unmediated by antavonistic 
conflict or administrative intervention. The progress we 
have made across the board 1s a result, in greater 
measure, of the intervention of the honorable members 
gathered here, and the provincial legislatures. in setuing 
the parameters and direction of transformation, in your 
devoted attention to draft legislauon, and in your 
contident interacuon with the citizenry 


It is to be expected that critical attention will be paid 
to the performance of these elected institutions Ohur 
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legislatures arc, in the first instance, the custodians of 
the new system, and second, the body through which 
the program of reconstruction and development sation- 
Huilding, and reconcihation can and should be codified 
and turned into; iving reality. Yes, South Africa ts 
not only on the nght road; we are well on our way to 
making this the country of our dreams. 


i take this opportunity to congrat''late all South Africans 
in the public and private sector, the most prominent 
in the land, as well as the humble member of the 
community, all of whom are striving to add another 
brick to the edifice of our democracy. We have set out 
on this road together, and we should, together, aim for 
the stars 


Honorable president, if these achievements are some- 
thing to be proud of, this 1s because they have laid the 
foundation to make a real impact on the inequities of the 
past, for we are only at the beginning of a long journey, 
a journey which we should undertake with expedition, 
if our consciences are not impervious to the cries of 
desperation of millions. But this ts a journey, too, that 
requires thorough planning and tenacious industry, if we 
are to remain on course and capable of sustaining our 
march. 


Let me preface the idenufication of the challenges of 
the coming year by saying that all of us, all South 
Afrians, are called upon to become builders and 
healers; but for all the yoy and excitement of creation, 
to build and to heal are difficult undertakings. We can 
neither heal nor build if such healing and building are 
perceived as one-way processes with the victims of past 
injustices forgiving and the beneficiaries merely content 
in gratitude. [applause] 


Together, we must set out to correct the defects of 
the past. We can neither heal nor build if, on the one 
hand, the rich in our socievy see the poor as hordes 
of irritants, or if, on the other hand, the poor sit back, 
expecting charnty. All of us must take responsibility for 
the upliftment of our condition, prepared to give our best 
to the benefit of all. We can neither heal nor build if 
we continue to have people in positions of influence and 
power who, at best, pay lip service to affirmative action, 
black empowerment, and the emancipation of women, 
or who are in reality opposed to these goals, if we have 
people who continue with blind arrogance to practise 
racism in the workplaces and schools, despite the appeal 
we made in our very first address to this parliament. We 
must work together to ensure the equitable distribution 
of wealth, opportunity, and power in our society. 


We cannot ould or heal our nation if in both the private 
and public sectors, in the schools and universities, in the 
hospitals, in dealing with crime and social dislocation, 
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if we continue with business as usual; wallowing in 
nouons of the past, everywhere, and in everything 
we do, What is now required is boldness in thinking, 
fairness in resolve, and consistency in achon, 


The message, the message I'm trying to convey ts that 
all of us must take the national project of accelerated 
and fundamental transformation of our country very 
sennously indeed. 


The achievement of the objectives of equity, nonracial- 
ism, and nonsexism constitute the very essence of the 
new society we seek to build. In the history of nations, 
generations have made their mark through their acumen 
(oO appreciate critical turning points and with determi- 
nation and creativity to seize the moment. South Africa 
is well on its way to a new and better lite. This we 
will achieve only if we shed the temptation to proceed 
casually along the road, only if we fully take the oppor- 
tuniues that beckon. We must unite in a4 new patriousm 
to achieve the goal of creating 4 new society. [applause] 


Honorable president, the potential for economic growth 
and development are better than in many decades, but 
let us be brutally frank. Despite the welcome rate ot 
growth, very few jobs have been created. In fact, against 
the backdrop of new entrants into the job market, 
there has been a shrinkage in opportunities. We need 
a national vision to lift us out of this quagmure. If we 
do not act together in the public and private sectors to 
develop and implement such national strategic vision, 
the danger is that even the most modest growth we 
have attained will peter out in a matter of a few 
years as the strain of limited capacity, skills shortage, 
balance of payments, and other constraints that start to 
gather momentum, and as increasing unemployment and 
accelerated poverty bear down on our society. To move 
forward with purpose requires that we educate the public 
and private sectors from the current comfort zone, and 
break through the threshold to achieve a rate of growth 
sufficient to create jobs and generate resources for rapid 
socloeconomic progress to uplift the poor. For purposes 
of emphasis, let me identify three important investment 
challenges, and attendant difficult choices that have to 
he made. 


Firstly, we require major investment in infrastructure, 
including such areas as municipal services, housing and 
construction, and telecommunications in order to create 
jobs at the same time as we improve services to the 
ciuzenry. As we enter these areas in a decisive manner, 
the question will arise over and over again whether we 
can attain our objective if the profit motive 1s the only 
dynamo of our actions 


Secondly, we need investment and restructuring of 
manufacturing and other industries such as tourism, 
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agriculture, and mining which are critical for export and 
foreign exchange earnings. Related to this for instance 
is the challenge whether we can continue with the 
same structure of our agricultural industry given our 
capricious climatic conditions. 


Thirdly, none of the economic objecuves we aspire to 
can be realized without massive investment in people. 
| refer here to questions of skills development, adult 
education, and the overhaul of our entire education 
system, as well as health and other services which | 
will return to later. Indeed, as we struggle to widen the 
skills base and to absorb more people into the economy, 
the challenge will continue to face organized labor and 
the employed in general, including the managers. Can 
we succeed if we premise our acuions narrowly on the 
interest of those who are already economically engaged’ 
When all is said and done, we return again to the 
challenge of a new South African patriousm, that at the 
end of each day every one of us should afford a smile in 
his or her face when we pose to ourseives the question: 
What have I done today to create jobs and improve my 
skills and those of others’ 


As government, we fully acknowledge the critical role 
that we need to play in realizing the vision of growth 
and development. I wish to emphasize that, over the 


past year, government has moved to a new level of 
coordination that is unprecedented in the history of 


our country. It is quite clear to us that success in 
achieving the growth and development objectives we 
have identufied requires integrauon of planning and 
operations across departments and provinces. Important 
cross-sectoral meetings and intergoverrmental forums 
are being held to elaborate the growth and development 
Strategy, and the instituuonal mechanism required to 
drive it. 


I should personally make the observation that we are 
finally succeeding in galvanizing government to give 
effective leadership to economic growth and develop- 
ment, within which we should be able to make major 
announcements on the progress made. In order to im- 
prove the investment climate, our monetary authorities 
are reviewing on an ongoing basis the timing and pace 
of lifting existing exchange controls. For us, it 1s not 
a matter of whether but of when these controls will be 
phased out. 


It is critical if we have to promote competitiveness, 
export, and the creation of jobs that we should have 
in place the necessary supply-side measures. Already, 
consensus is being reached in Nedlac [National Eco- 
nomic Development and Labor Council} about the re- 
quired incentives that will help boost traning. produc- 
uvity, work organization, and investment in particular 
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industries and regions. Arguably, the most important 
measures in this regard pertain to the development of 
small- and medium-sized businesses. Relevant legisla- 
tion on these issues, as well as the critical question of 
competitive practices in the economy, should come he- 
fore Parhament during the course of this session. Tam 
convinced that the vanous role players in the economy 
have long passed quesuoning the need or otherwise for 
such competitive pracuces and the long- term benefits 
this will bring to the economy, including big and small 
enterprises. | hope, too, that legislauon on employment 
equity and standards will be passed in this session, with 
the support of all relevant stakeholders 


This should also be the case with the restructuring of 
public assets, in order to use them to accelerate growth 
and development, attune them with modern levels ot 
technology, reorganize them to expand services to all 
cituzens, and reshape them in line with the imperatives 
of internal democracy 


It was to be expected that such 4 massive undertaking 
should generate much debate among the public and the 
working Class in particular. What is clear, though, 1s 
that there was a breakdown of communication, which 
precipitated unnecessary acrimony on an issue that 
should enjoy the support of all interested parties 1 am 
happy that the national framework agreement negouated 
between government and the trade unions was adopted 
by cabinet two days ago. 


Therefore, the government's relauonship with labor 
from the level of the executive as a whole to the 
departments and the management of public enterprises 
must be set on a viable footing, to ensure cooperation 
rather than confrontational interacuon. We are contident 
that the restructuring program will be carned out with 
due speed, and carried out in a manner that involves and 
benefits all stakeholders. 


Honorable president, and honorable members, 11 1s the 
firm view of the government of national unity that the 
growth and development strategy should be pursued in 
an integrated manner. We do not subscribe to the notion 
{words indistinct] there cannot be growth without devel- 
opment. Government has to continue paying attention, 
especially to those areas of development that protect and 
improve our human resources. 


Four important ideas idenufy themselves for special 
mention. The first area is education. On this, the 
20th anniversary of the students uprising, and the 
OAU-declared year of education in Africa, we face 
the stark reality that South Africa lags behind many 
African countries insofar as literacy and other human 
development indicators are concerned. We owe it to that 
corps of brave young people who rose up against the 
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apartheid system to institute further measures this year, 
decisively to move towards a nonracial, democratic, and 
equitable education system. If anything, the matric result 
last year, and the reality of children in the Northern 
Province and elsewhere whose classes had to scatter in 
disasray at the first signs of rain, a stark reminder of 
how far we still are from that goal. 


Clearly, rectifying these imbalances will require re- 
distribuuon of the limited resources among races and 
provinces. It will also require even greater commitment 
to teach and to learn trom teachers and students alike, 
and | would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
them, as well as the parents, for the stability that has set 
in in our institutions of learning. Two days ago cabinet 
adopted the white paper on education. 


The centerpiece of such restructuring should be the 
establishment of a quality-driven public school system, 
available to all South Afnean children. Among other 
things that should drive this 1s democratic governance 
involving parents, teachers, and students at secondary 
level, a curriculum, and career guidance schemes that 
are more appropriate to the needs of the country, and 
community involvement. Adult basic education and 
early childhood development will also receive particular 
attenuon. At university and technikon levels, at is 
necessary that the debate on transtormation start in 
earnest, in an organized manner, so that policy positions 
can emerge to guide these autonomous institutions 


As one measure of our commitments to tackle the 
backlogs in the building of schools, | billion rands has 
been allocated for this purpose. A further $00 million 
rands has been set aside for a student financing support 
scheme for universities and technikons. [applause] The 
matter of retrenchment of teachers has once again 
arisen, though in a sensational and unfortunate manner. 
Today | once more wish to reassure teachers that 
this government is committed to redeploy rather than 
retrench teachers. [applause] Any other approach would 
not make sense given the needs in many parts of 
the country. This process itself will be the subject of 
extensive consultations and only in extreme cases wall 
the possibility of retrenchment be considered. | hope 
that this year we'll see cooperation among all parties in 
these chambers to facilitate educational reform. 


Pronouncements about economic growth sound hollow 
if they are followed up by attempts to block by hook 
or by crook legislation meant to equip children with 
the required skills. [applause] Declarations of loyalty to 
democracy could only be but mere words if in actual 
practice people are seen to defend islands of white 


privilege. [applause] 
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The second important area is health delivery, Many 
steps have been taken to introduce a new health policy 
based principally on greatly expanding the primary 
health care system. The clinice building program often 
scems insignificant by the standards of those who have 
resources in abundance. But in the rural areas and 
sprawling urban setdements this is a matter literally 
of life and death. It is therefore of great significance 
that we have moved trom the planning stages to actual 
implementation, During the course of last year many 
ugly incidents took place which brought to the fore the 
ternble conditions under which health workers operate 


Let me take this opportunity to pay tribute to them 
for their selfless service to the communities. [applause] 
While we strongly disapprove of some of these ine. 
dents, we fully appreciate their plight. Discussions are 
at an advanced stage to formulate a new grading system 
and avail incentives, especially in rural areas. Like with 
all other professions, we value very highly the services 
of doctors and other health workers, and we shall do 
our best to ensure thew security. | should once more 
emphasize the need tor a massive education campaign 
on the AIDS epidemic, and commend the relevant min 
istrics for the work they are doing in this regard. We 
dare remind ourselves that all the objectives we outline 
here will not be possible to attain it the AIDS epidemic 
is Not brought under control 


The third area to which we must pay special attention 
is housing policy and implementation. It ts a matter 
of common knowledge, paintully common to those 
without housing, that many constraints have bedeviled 
the proper implementavon of this program, but the 
staying power of this democratic government is its 
preparedness to acknowledge weaknesses and strive to 
recufy them. Such is the quality of the minister and 
staff that they have critically and openly examined these 
problems and identified correcuve measures. 


What ts clear from their decision 1s that we need not one, 
but many integrated campaigns to deal with the housing 
problem. These include greater commitment on the part 
of financial institutions to allocate resources to poor ar- 
eas, and firm indications from communities that the rent 
and service boycotts have in the spirit of masakhane 
{mutual construction} come to an end. Over and above 
these issues, we cannot overemphasize the centrality, 
particularly of local government in the housing program, 
the provision of infrastructure and related campaigns 
We also need to examine the pertinent question of the 
integration of our cities. Too many of the low-cost hous- 
ing initiatives are mere additions to apartheid’s black 
townships, saddled with the same problems of distance 
from workplaces and lack of proper community facil- 
ives. To address this will require a creative approach 
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which wall also Selp to reduce infrastructural cost, in- 
Cluding those related to public transport. 


The fourth area pertains to land reform. I'm certain that 
all of us welcomed the passing of the bill on security 
of tenure, and the launch last week of the green paper 
on land reform. When finalized, the policies adopted 
will form an important part of our rural development 
strategy. For the first ime in centuries, families turned 
into insecure sojourners in the land of their birth can talk 
of real security. So the Land Claims Court will begin 
its work, and we are confident that it will deal with the 
complex problems in a manner that ensures jusuce and 
promote the agricultural interest of the country. No one 
has reason to tear. The aim of the government is to 
build, not to destroy. 


In these four areas of our socloeconomic programs 
and others, what 1s required is the partnership among 
all sectors, communities, government, and the private 
sector. Thus when we talk of the new patriotism, we 
are talking also of efforts of communities to build 
one another and together build their future. We are 
talking of masakhane. Honorable president, the question 
needs to be posed whether we do indeed have a state 
machinery capable of meeting the objectives of growth 
and development. 


I should start off by thanking all ministers, the Pub- 
lic Service Commission, and heads of departments sin- 
cerely for their efforts in this difficult transitional period. 
Steadily, progress is being registered in making the pub- 
lic service broadly representative of society. 


From a trifle of 6 percent, today black managers con- 
stitute 37 percent of this echelon. From less than § per- 
cent, females now consttute 10 percent of management. 
Progress, yes, but not nearly enough. The Public Service 
Commission has placed on the table a new salary and 
grading system which contains within it the potential to 
redress inequalities, stabilize labor relations, and pro- 
mote reform of the service. Government supports this 
proposal in principle, and discussions are continuing on 
ways of financing it. We are confident that when fi- 
nalized, the white paper and legislation will enjoy the 
support of workers and managers alike, all of whom 
will have fully parucipated in the formulation. 


Yet all this does not resolve some of the complex and 
immediate problems arising from the apartheid past. 
Let us remind ourselves of this government's mandate, 
which 1s to establish a single. streamlined, efficient, and 
transparent public service, and to allocate more public 
resources to capital expenditure. Let us be frank and 
say that the current service ts too large, and it has to 
be rationalized. There is no other option. However, our 
actions cannot ignore the painful truth that the most 
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affected will be areas that are poor, with low economic 
activity, and little prospect for alternative employment 
This means, among other things, searching tor creative, 
negouated soluuons that will help sumulate economic 
activily, 


The rationalization process will not be vindictive, nel 
ther will it be carried out in a haphazard manner. Rather 
it will affect all races and provinces. Discussions are 
well advanced with the relevant ministries to set up the 
presidential review commission which will redefine the 
structure, funcuions, and procedures of the public ser- 
vice, and relevant announcements can be expected soon 


Among the greatest challenges tor 1996 ts to further 
build the capacity of government to serve communities 
Nowhere is this needed more than at local level, where 
government interacts on a daily basis with communities 
It should theretore be the case thal one of the main 
themes of this year will be the introduction of massive 
training programs for the newly elected councillors and 
their staff. [Words indistinct) that accountability and 
mobilization of communities should also form part ot 
their efforts. 


These elected officials at local level should know that 
in the final analysis nation-building and reconciliation, 
economic growth and development will depend largely 
on the performance of local councils. Despite predic- 
tions to the contrary, the people showed their contidence 
in the new democracy, and reaffirmed their mandate to 
the government of national unity in the November elec- 
tions. Our task at all levels is to justify that trust and 
confidence by mobilizing them to work together tor an 
improvement in their condition of life. Itis part of that 
mandate to ensure that there is cooperative governance 
among all tiers so that national, provincial, and local 
government complement one another 


In KwaZulu/Natal and parts of the Western Cape, where 
local elecuons will take place in May, we expect. and 
should work for, campaigns that are tree of violence 
and inumidation. [applause] Campaigns which promote 
unity in our diversity. We hope that all parties within 
and outside this chamber will openly commit themselves 
to the conduct of tree and fair elections. [applause} 


Honorable members, the national effort to improve the 
quality of life of the people means also that each ciuzen 
and each community should enjoy security in the home. 
at work, and in the streets. We believe it has now 
dawned on al! present here that dealing with crime 
and violence requires a comprehensive strategy and 
hard work, rather than just injunctions from election 
platforms. 
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lam happy to announce that cabinet will soon unveil the 
havional crime prevention strategy for public comment. 
This strategy brings together the combined efforts of the 
police, judiciary, and prison authorities in an effective 
criminal justice system, The aim is not only to improve 
the capacity of police to prevent crime and apprehend 
criminals, but itis also to ensure that they are dealt with 
to the full extent of the law and properly rehabilitated. 


We commend the business community tor the campaign 
they have launched against crime and corruption. Some 
of the practical steps that they have taken are starting to 
bear fruit, and the many proposals from their conference 
will form part of the strategy we have referred to, Within 
communities, cooperation with the police is improving 
by the day, with positive results. No one can doubt the 
commitment of the South Atncan Police Service to deal 
with crime, and we pay tibute to them for daily putung 
their lives in danger in the service of their country. 
Great progress has been made in transforming this 
institution, integrating the various services, introducing 
civilian oversight, and ensuring professionalism in their 
operauions. 


The dedication with which the leadership of the service 
has gone about rooting out cormupuon and taking 
the war to the syndicates and other criminals should 
be commended, and the abiding lesson trom = the. 
successes ts that this can only be accomplished with the 
cooperation of communities and individual citizens. We 
should also remind ourselves over and over again that 
crime constitutes more than just drug trafficking and 
car hijacking. When tonnes and tonnes of vegetables 
disappear without trace in a city council depot, this ts 
criminal conduct of the worst order. When billions are 
siphoned off from companies and out of the country, this 
is criminal robbery of the nation’s resources. [applause] 
When food and funds meant for school children are 
stolen, this is criminality planned against our children 
and our future. [applause] 


A particular feature of crime in our country ts the 
violence afflicting KwaZulu/Natal, the taxi industry, as 
well as bizarre incidents of gang warfare and other 
murders. By any name, and under any guise, this 
is criminal conduct, and it should be dealt with as 
such. | wish in particular to draw honorable members’ 
attention to the incidents in the KwaZulu/Natal south 
coast where individuals have organized themselves to 
undermine, physically and otherwise, investigation into 
the murders which took place over the holiday period. 
Armed with an assortment of weapons, they have taken 
it upon themselves, in full view of the public media, to 
challenge the nations’ law enforcement agencies. 
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I am today issuing a song warning to these elements 
that this cannot be allowed to continue. [applause} The 
lume has come for our nation to choose whether we 
want lo become a law-poverned and peacetul society of 
hapless hostages of lawlessness. | have discussed this 
matter with the ministry and the leadership of the Police 
Service, and they have assured me that strong achon wall 
be taken, 


In addition to this, | wish to announce today that 
preparauions are under way to introduce measures thal 
will prohibit the carrying of dangerous Weapons in 
public manifestation. [applause} No one, irrespective 
of organizations to which they may belong, will be 
exempted from these measures, [applause | Dealing with 
crime, Violence, and corruption requires a new morality 
for our new nation. Indeed, it requires a new patriousim 
among communities, the public and private sectors, 
and the security torees, so that at the end of each 
day each one of us can answer in the affirmative the 
question: Have | done something today to stamp out 
crime? The performance of the nation against crime 
depends heavily on the intellipence capacity of the 
security services as a whole. On this depends also the 
security of our democracy, and | should pay unbute to 
the unsung heroes in the intelligence Community who 
are contributing immensely to our successes in this 
regard. 


I also wish to reiterate the government's commitment 
to protect the nghts of privacy and ensure the security 
of all individuals in public service as well as other 
citizens. This is the code of conduct which guides all 
our security services. However, in plying their dubious 
trade, criminals should not hope to hide behind these 
provisions of our Constitution, The government will use 
all lawful means to ensure that they do not succeed 
in undermining our social fabric. Law-abiding citizens 
can rest assured that there are effective mechanisms 
in place to prevent and punish any rapacious mvasion 
of their lives. Our security services are committed to 
follow the rules, because they know as much as we all 
de. that anything else is a sure recipe tor the decay otf 
our democratic system, for a psychosis of fear, and a 
slide into authoritananism. The government, including 
the security services, will not allow this to happen 


Tribute also goes to the National Detense Force, which 
has distinguished ttself in the integration process, in 
further enhancing its legitimacy in the eyes of our 
people and the international community, and in assisting 
the Police Services to deal with crime and violence. As 
should be expected, the new political milieu has dictated 
that we scale down the resources allocated to the 
Defense Force. This is a difficult and paintul process 
particularly for the cituzens in uniform, but we wish to 
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assure them that the aim has never been, and will never 
be, 'o undermine this important nauonal resource. There 
is nauonal consensus that our Defense Force requires 
an appropriate capacity, and modern equipment. We 
welcome the fact that debate on these issues is now 
finding rauonal reflecuon in the discussions around the 
Defense White Paper and the National Detense Review. 
These processes should be completed during the course 
of this year so that we can achieve certainty, and a 
national policy to which all of us can pay allegiance. 


Honorable president, if during the course of the past year 
South Africa afforded its citizens unprecedented free- 
dom and human rights culture, the fronuers are bound 
to widen immeasurably in 1996. The new patriotism 
abroad in our nation is a reflecuon of how liberaun 
democracy is for all our ciuzens in their rainbow colors. 
No longer is the state a mighty colossus, intimidating 
everyone in its wake. (Words indistinct] openness in this 
and other legislatures, the transparency of the executive, 
and the participatory style of government, all these have 
given practical meaning to the concept of government 
by the people for the people. [applause] 


In addition to the independent institutions such as 
the Constitutional Court, which | mentioned earlier, 
the Truth and Reconciliaion Commission will help 
cement democracy by laying bare that which our nation 
should never again experience. It will entrench justice 
by affording the reparations due to them. It will, 
through this and by means of amnesty, ensure lasting 
reconciliation. As with other such instituvons, the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission will succeed only if it 
gets the cooperation of all of us. 


I call on all South Africans to respect the commission's 
independence and impartiality, its integrity and good 
taith. The commissioners themselves have reiterated 
what the founding legislation pronounces — that the 
aim of their work ts justice and reconciliation, not 
vengeance. 


The frontiers of our freedoms are bound to widen this 
year, principally because the basic law of the land 
will he adopted by the Constitutional Assembly. A few 
months remain before the deadline set in the interim 
Constitution expires. We should burn the midnight oi! 
to meet this deadline, and achieve normal democratic 
principles accepted everywhere in the world. It 1s also 
crucial that we obtain constitutional certainty, both for 
ourselves and in our relauions with the international 
community. Many difficult issues need to be resolved. 
Questions of democratic majority rule, cooperative 
governance, universally accepted human rights, and 
language equity are only some of them. 
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As in the past, these matters can only be resolved 
in genuine negolauons, in the spirit of give-and-take. 
The new consttuuion must be inclusive, a basic law 
of the land to which all sectors of society can pay 
allegiance. It behooves all members and parties in the 
Consutuuional Assembly to take full part in the work ot 
the assembly and fulfill the mandate of their supporters, 
and, in all instances, we should be guided by the 
imperauive to make our country a truly nonracial and 
nonsexist democracy, its ciuzens united by equity in 
their diversity. 


These are the principles which should also guide us in 
protecting and advancing members of our society who 
have suffered undue privauions under apartheid, women 
and youth in particular. Honorable members will agree 
with me that we cannot allow Parliament to rise at the 
end of this session before legislaiuea on the Youth and 
Gender Equality Commissions is adopted. [applause] In 
addition to ensuring focused and systematic attention to 
the needs of these sectors, these commissions will help 
mobilize the resources required to implement relevant 
programs. 


We should also continue paying the required attention 
to children, senior citizens, and the disabled. Besides the 
other programs indicated earlier, progress is being made 
in the cabinet committee which is developing a national 
program of action on children. The restructuring of the 
welfare system in general, and as it pertains to the 
elderly, are among the tasks that relevant departments 
are expected to accomplish this year. We wish to 
reatfirm this government's commitment to introduce 
programs that will ensure that the disabled can realize 
their full potential. [applause] 


As we deepen our democracy, and make progress in 
our transformation, it 1s to be expected that South 
Africa will be called upon to relate to the international 
community, more as an equal partner, rather than a 
mere beneficiary of solidarity. This we should be proud 
of, because it reflects the confidence the world has in 
the progress we are making toward creaung a normal 
society. In addition to hosting important events of the 
southern African region, world conferences on critical 
socioeconomic questions, science and technology, as 
well as sporting tournaments, we have started to play an 
important role in contributing to peace and other efforts 
of the international community. This we shall always 
do within the limits of our capacity. 


Our participation on the SOth anniversary celebrations 
of the United Nations helped reinforce the voice for 
the United Nations to restructure itself in line with 
the demands of the current age. We are proud that 
South Africa will this year host the ninth session of 
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the UN Conference on Trade and Development, and 
the Conterence on the Information Society. We should 
not ure of coniributing our fair share to the building 
of a better world, if only because such an outcome is 
in the best interests of South Africa as well. However, 
we should always be mindful of the limitations we 
have as a nation, as well as the constraints of the real 
world we have to deal with. We are confident that 
during the course of this year, progress will be made in 
the negouations with members of the Southern African 
Customs Union, the European Community, and other 
regions, for agreements that will benefit ourselves and 
our partners, Let us also take this opportunity to reiterate 
our firm commitment to regional cooperation under 
the auspices of SADC [Southern African Development 
Community]. 


In our relations with virtually all countries of the world, 
be it in the Organization of African Unity and its 
member states, the binational Commissions with the 
United States and Russia, relations with countnes of the 
Indian Ocean Rim, Asia, and the Pacific, Europe and 
the Americas, we have not only come across goodwill, 
but also immense opportuaities for our country. As to 
whether we take full advantage of these opportunites, 
depends on all of us, both in the public and private 
sectors. We hope that the discussion documents being 
finalized by the Foreign Ministry will generate informed 
public debate about our international relauons, the better 
to unite all sectors of our population in advancing the 
nation’s interests. 


There is a new patriotism abroad in our land. Whatever 
the social stations they occupy, no matter how humble, 
South Africans are showing a determination to work 
together and make our country a winning nation. Our 
task is to harness these energies into a material force for 
growth and development, safety and security, nation- 
building and reconciliation. Such are the demands of 
this historical moment. Such are the demands of the 
new South Africa. | am confident that this session of 
Parliament will measure up to the challenge of the times 
I thank you. [applause] 


South Africa: DP Criticizes Mandela for Lack of 
Anti-Crime Efforts 


MB0902113996 Jchannesburg SAPA in English 
1/30 GMT 9 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN February 9 
SAPA — President Nelson Mandela's appeal to a new 
patriotism in the fight against crime would be met with 
derision in the criminal ranks of South Afnca, DP 
{Democratic Party] leader Tony Leon said on Friday 
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He said the Democratic Party was deeply disappointed 
by the apparent lack of any Comprehensive anti-crime 
programme in the President's speech at the opening ot 
Parliament. The GNU (government of national unity] 
had once again chosen the route of strategies and white 
papers rather than bold and direct action. 


“Specifics are the soul of credibility and that is the 
gaping hole at the heart of the President's speech, 
Leon said. “We share the President’s vision for a new 
patriousm but believe that ths alone will not be enough 
to take South Africa into the future 


“In addition, the emphasis on a new patriousm must 
not become new code words for suppressing dissent and 
suifling opposition.” 


The DP welcomed the total ban on public display of 
dangerous weapons. It also welcomed the President's 
focus on economic growth and especially on small 
and medium sized business, and his commitment to 
abolish foreign exchange controls. His statement: on 
privatisation meant there was no reason why the GNU 
should not move forward rapidly on this issue. 


South Africa: NP Says Mandela Speech ‘Balanced,’ 
Result of Coc , eration 


MB0902132996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1217 GMT Y Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 9 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela's speech at the opening 
of Parliament on Fnday was balanced and clearly the 
result of co-operative government in the Government 
of National Unity, National Party [NP] spokesman 
Marthinus van Schalkwyk said afterwards 


The NP would give its full co-operation to realise 
the important elements of the vision outlined by the 
President, he said in a statement. Among the most 
important elements from the NP’s point of view, were 
economic growth, job creations and fighting crime. 
However, the speech was full of promises. “Many ot 
these promises are the same as in last year’s opening 
speech. The NP trusted that this year they would be 
realised, he said. 


Mandela Stresses Increased Investment at Plant 
Opening 

WRBOS802124896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1134 GMT 08 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] MIDDELBURG Feb & SAPA 
— Increased local and international investment were 
critical 1f South Afmca was to realise its full potential 
and ensure a better life for all its people, President 
Nelson Mandela said on Thursday 
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In remarks prepared for delivery at the official opening 
of the Columbus Stainless Steel Plant in Middelburg, 
Mpumalanga, believed to be the largest of its kind in 
the world, he said the plant should become an integral 
part of a national industrial strategy aimed at moving 
South Africa from a third-world exporter of primary 
commodities to a first-world exporter of manufactured 
products. 


The Department of Trade and Industry was promot- 
ing industrial clusters in which large, capital-intensive 
“upstream” producers would come together with small, 
labour-intensive “downstream” producers to manutac- 
ture internationally Compeutive finished products. 


The government was committed to assisting in the 
removal of constraints to South Affica’s international 
competitiveness, Mandela said. 


For the manufacturing sector to survive and expand into 
export markets, it would need competitively priced raw 
materials. 


South Africa had the world’s largest chromite ore 
reserves and huge iron and nickel reserves, the basic 
constituents of stainless steel. Instead of exporting 
these raw materials, the Columbus plant would turn 
them into value-added material that could provide other 
manufacturers with the raw material for their own 
products. 


Mandela said the plant's plans to increase the proportion 


of its locally used product would be more successful if 


carried out in cooperation with the Department of Trade 
and Industry. About 10,0000 jobs could be created in 
10 years, he added. 


“Stainless steel fabrication offers immense potential 
for small, medium and micro-scale enterprises that 
tend to be labour-intensive. It also offers openings for 
entrepreneurs from the black community, previously 
denied such opportunities.” 


President Nelson Mandela To Visit Angola ‘Soon’ 


MBO0702111196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1039 GMT 07 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN February 6 
SAPA — President Nelson Mandela is to visit Angola 
soon, Deputy Foreign Affairs Misnister Aziz Pahad said 
on Wednesday. 


The visit, aimed at strengthening bilateral relations, 
would take place at the end of February or in early 
March. 


He said this would be the first high level South African 
delegation ever to travel to Angola. 
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Angola was crucial to the development of the Southern 
African Development Community. 


South Africa: EU Free Trade Agreement 
Negotiations ‘Back on Track’ 


MBO0702144896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1152 GMT 07 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Feb 7 SAPA 
— Negotiauions between South Africa and the European 
Union on a proposed tree trade agreement, which broke 
down late last year, could soon be back on track, 
according to European Parliament President Dr Klaus 
Hansch. 


Hansch was speaking to journalists at Tuynhuys after 
paying a courtesy visit to President Nelson Mandela on 
Wednesday. 


He said he hoped the negotiauons, which reportedly 
Stalled as a result of internal differences within the Eu- 
ropean Union over certain provisions of the agreement, 
would soon be ‘deblocked”. 


‘Lam sure there will be a majority in the European 
Parliament soon to ratify it,” he said. 


South Almcas 
gel aCCess cf 
Agreemien! 


has been negotiating with the EU to 
European markets through the Lome 


Hansch said one of the reasons for his visit to South 
Africa was to see how the country was trying to 
solve “problems of unity’, which were similar to those 
besetung the EU. 


South Africa: Cooperation Agreement Signed With 
European Parliament 


MBO802172296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1533 GMT 08 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Feb & SAPA 
— The European and South African Parliaments signed 
a CO-operauon agreement on Thursday whose aims in- 
cluded helping South Africans learn from the European 
experience in monitoring complex legislation and en- 
hancing control of the executive by the legislature 


President of the European Parliament, Dr Klaus Hansch, 
who signed the agreement at Parliament with South 
Africa’s Speaker, Dr Frene Ginwala, said the European 
Parliament would send senior officials to share their 
experiences with South African parliamentary staff. 
He also announced that his Parliament would award 
scholarships to senior South African parliamentary staft 
members to visit itn Strasbourg and Brussels 


In terms of the agreement, the two Parliaments’ secre- 
taries are instructed to draw up the necessary rules to 
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enable the co-operation to take place and to report to 
their respective presiding officers by June 30. 


Ginwala said the South Africans saw the relationship 
as one of “people to people” and hoped the agreement 
would be an example for governments to follow. 


It was the first formal agreement the South African 
Parliament was signing with a foreign one. 


Hansch said the European Parliament had voted R600 
million [{rands] for support programmes for South 
Africa, the first example of which was the human rights 
programme between South Africa and the European 
Union. 


Both Parliaments were young and shared similar prob- 
lems. 


South Africa: Government, Labor Sign Pact on 
Restructuring State Assets 


MBO0702163296 Johannesburg SAPA in Englich 
1548 GMT 7 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 6 SAPA — 
Government and three labour federations on Wednesday 
afternoon signed an agreement laying out ground rules 
for restructuring state enterprises. 


Public Enterprises Minister Stella Sigcau said after- 
wards that she now wanted the process to move ahead 
"in full geai”. The agreement, approved by Cabinet ear- 
lier in the day, came after unions fearing massive job 
losses threatened to stall privatisation of state assets. It 
was signed by Sigcau, Deputy Finance Minister Alec 
Erwin and Public Works Minister Jeff Radebe for the 
government, and representatives of COSATU [Congress 
of South African Trade Unions], Nactu [National Coun- 
cil of Trade Unions} and Fedsal (Federation of South 
African Labor Unions). 


Erwin said they had agreed on the objectives of restruc- 
turing, On certain guiding principles, and on structures, 
including a six-a side strategic implementation commit- 
tee and a dispute resolution mechanism, to be used in 
the process. The government had also agreed to finance 
independent expert advisers for labour. 


Participants realised restructuring would be a difficult 
process and that problems would emerge. "We have set 
up structures to deal with them as they arrive,” he said. 


It was envisaged that state and labour would present 
their proposed strategies for a particular sector, such 
as transport. Once understanding on strategy had been 
reached discussion on the future of individual enter 
prises would begin. 


COSATU's first vice president George Nkadimeng said 
the union movement did not want to be naive about the 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 1S 


possibility of retrenchments. “All that we are saying is 
that it is not Our wish to see people being retrenched. 
Where at the end of the day we are faced with 
such issues I think these structures (in the agreement) 
will be able to deal with these issues.” He also said 
the agreement did not remove unions’ right to take 
industrial action. 


Asked if COSATU was opposed to outright privatisa- 
lion, he said it was not going into negotiauons with a 
rigid position. "We are going in to see what is good for 
us and what is not good for us.” 


According to the agreement, the objectives of restruc- 
turing include increased growth and employment, rede- 
ployment of assets for growth, mobilisation of private 
sector capital for infrastructure, and reduction of state 
debt. It should also increase the competitiveness and et- 
ficiency of state enterprises. 


South Africa: COSATU Backs Referendum To 
Break Constitutional Deadlocks 


MB0702182796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1729 GMT 7 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHANNESBURG Feb 7 
SAPA — The Congress of SA [South Africa] Trade 
Unions (COSATU] on Wednesday said it was in favour 
of a referendum to break constitutional deadlocks. 


It accused the National [NP] and Democratic |DP] 
parties of focusing all their attention in the constituuon- 
writing process on clauses which would negatively 
affect workers and the poor. The NP and the DP want 
the constitution to include a property rights clause, but 
Cosatu opposes this. “Their intentions are clear — that 
is to protect whites’ privileges, accumulated by their 40 
years Of NP misrule,’ Cosatu said in a statement. 


The organisation also came out strongly against attempts 
to dilute trade unions’ rights to determine their admin- 
istration, programmes and activities. Cosatu said it sup- 
ported African National Congress constitutional nego- 
tiator Pravin Gordhan’s suggestion that a referendum 
be held to break constitutional deadlocks. 


It would meet with the ANC and the NP to discuss 
constitutional issues next week. “We shall not waste 
our time with the Democratic Party, as we believe their 
agenda is fundamentally anti-working people” 
South Africa: Defense Committee Chairman 
Suggests Reducing Military 

‘80702145496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 

‘) GMT 7 Feb % 


\FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Febru- 
ary 7 SAPA — By reducing its force levels and 
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weapous holdings, South Africa might sumulate a 
broader process of disarmament in southern Africa, Joint 
Parliamentary Defence Committee Chairman Tony Yen- 
gen said on Wednesday. 


If this could be achieved it would release resources 
for development and thereby promote stability, he 
told IDASA’s [Institute for a Democrauc Alternative 
tor South Africa] southern African conference at a 
Johannesburg hotel. ‘Given South Africa’s relative 
military strength on the sub-continent, the adoption of a 
defensive and non-threatening posture would contribute 
to building confidcace and positive relauonships, he 
said. 


South Africa had a common destiny with southern 
Atrica. Domestic peace and stability would not be 
uchieved while there was regional instability and 
poverty. Therefore it was in South Africa’s long term 
security interest lo pursue mutually beneficial relauions 
with other SADC [Southern African Development 
Community] states and promote reconstruction and 
development throughout the region. 


The SANDF [South African National Detense Force}, 
and South Africa, would only become involved in 
peacekeeping, which entailed military operations with- 
out force and with the consent of the mator parties to the 
dispute and enforcement backed and authorised by inter. 
national authorities. “In the short-term, South Africa's 
participation in such activities will be regarded with a 
fair measure of caution since the poliucal and military 
dynamic’. of peace operations are new to us,” Yengen 
said. 


South Africa: Civil Servant Jobs No Longer 
‘Guaranteed’ After Feb 


MBO802070996 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English OSOO GMT 8 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Public Service and Adminis- 
tration Director Paseka Neholo says the jobs ot civil 
servants will no longer be guaranteed alter the end of 
this month. 


He told SABC [South African Broadcasting Corpora- 
uon} News that in terms of the Interim Constitution, 
the jobs of civil servants could not be guaranteed once 
the apartheid administrations had been integrated. This 
process, he said, has now been completed. Mr. Ncholo 
said workers who could not be placed in other positions 
or departments within six months would be discharged 
with no special benefits other than those due to them. 


In response, the general manager of the Public Servants 
Associauon, Mr. Casper van Rensburg, said in Pretoria 
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[Begin Van Rensburg recording} | must emphasize that 
the constituuion as such, never guaranteed the continued 
employment of any public servant whatsoever. Here we 
are dealing with the integration of the previous public 
services into the new public service structure, that ts, 
the functions as well as the personnel. Now as far as 
it concerns excessive personnel, in those cases, it ts 
not possible to simply discharge them trom the public 
service. The various departments and provinces must 
first Consult, negotiate with the employee organizations 
within the formal bargaining structures. [end recording | 


South Africa: KwaZuluw/Natal Premier Criticized 
for Remarks on Capital 


MBO702124196 Johannesburg SAPA in Enylish 
1200 GMT 07 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} DURBAN Feb 7 SAPA 

A remark by KwaZulu-Natal Premier Dr Frank Md- 
lalose on Tuesday that Ulundi would be declared the 
provincial capital when the province's constitution was 
finalised, had been merely an expression of his view, 
his spokesman T C Memela said on Wednesday 


The remark drew criticism from political opponents 


“The premier was just expressing his determination to 
fight tor Ulundi to become capital,” Memela said 


“People must understand that although the premier 
is sure Ulundi will be the capital, the issue of the 
provincial constitution first has to be resolved 


The Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] Youth Brngade on 
Wednesday applauded Mdlalose’s remark, saying he 
should not be discouraged by people “bent on turning 
Ulundi into a ghost town’. 


“Although, as the premier clearly stated, there are 
constitutional hiccups which make it impossible tor him 
or the Cabinet (executive council) of KwaZulu-Natal to 
declare Ulundi as the capital, we applaud his statement 
for giving a clear and unambiguous pointer as to why 
Ulundi has to be the capital,” the brigade said in a 
statement. 


The choice of capital has been the subject of heated 
debate in provincial constitutional negotiations in recent 
months. Most parties have agreed Pictermaritzburg 
should remain the seat of government, due partly to its 
proximity to Durban, the province's economic centre 


However, the National Party and the IFP have agreed 
the issue should be excluded from the provincial con. 
sutuuion, which ts nearing completion 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-028 
09 February 1996 


Angola 


Angola: Foreign Minister Urges UNITA To Comply 
With Peace Accord 


MB0902063396 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} The UN Security Council 
has extended the UN Angola Verificauon Mission 
{Unavem]-3 mandate for another three months. The 
Security Council urged the National Union tor the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] to more substantially 
quarter its soldiers. Angolan Foreign Minister Venancio 
de Moura says he is happy that Unavem-3's mandate 
has been renewed. 


[Begin recording) [De Moura] We are happy, but 
we would have liked the process to be successtully 
completed on t.1e. 


{Unidentified correspondent} The secretary general had 
recommended that the mandate should be extended six 
months instead of three. Does that mean the UN 1s 
warning the sides that time is running out? 


{De Moura] It is not a warning to the sides. Maybe it 
is a warning to the side that unfortunately sull hesitates 
in complying with its obligations. That side might lack 
trust, but often it shows a lack of political goodwill to 
comply with what we agreed upon. We must adhere to 
the accord’s principles. The other side 1s not complying 
with the accord in terms of number and type ot soldiers. 
We would like UNITA to act in terms of the accord. 


Angola: FAA Chief — UNITA Troop Confinement 
‘Way Below’ Expectations 

MBO802204696 Luanda Radio Nactonal Network 

in Portuguese 1200 GMT 8 Feb 96 


{Interview with General Joao Bapusta de Matos, chief 


of the General Staff of the Angolan Armed Forces by 
Pedro Manuel; place and date not given — live or 
recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Manuel] General Joao de 
Matos: We would like your views on the military 
situation in the country at this stage. 


[De Matos] Good afternoon. From our point of view, 
the military situation is Comparatively calm. There are 
no major military operations to report. In addition, we 
have been following the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (UNITA] troop confinement 
in Vila Nova, Londuimbale, Negage, and Quibaxe. All 
this has been supervised by UN Angola Verification 
Mission-3 (Unavem-3] troops. According to the latest 
figures, some 8,200 UNITA soldiers have been confined 
so far. We understand that most of them are under 
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military age and are turning in rather outdated weapons. 
This figure is way below what we were led to expect, 
sO aS yOu May imagine, we are not at all pleased. 


{Manuel} Would you say that the cease-fire agreement 
is being implemented nonetheless? 


[De Matos] Yes, that 's mght. The cease-fire is being 
observed. At least, there are no major operauons to 
report. In any event, we hope that in the next few hours 
the movement of real UNITA soldiers to the assembly 
areas will increase. 


{Manuel} How would you describe the meeting between 
the Angolan Armed Forces, FAA, and UNITA military 
leaderships” 


{De Matos] [Words indistinct] has ground to a halt. 
There has been no evoluuon [words indistinct] to 
present a counterproposal to (?our) inital proposal 
[words indistinct} to respond to that counterproposal 
by UN'TA. Meanwhile, the UNITA team has left for 
consultauions with its leadership and is not back in 
Luanda yet. 


[Manuel] What about the issue of available FAA places 
for UNITA generals? 


{De Matos] Well, that 1s sull under discussion. I am not 
going to tell you what FAA places will go to UNITA 
soldiers. Some posts have been agreed on, others have 
not been determined. We will have to provide you with 
more substantive information later. 


{Manuel} To wind up this interview, we would like 
you to comment on the issue of repatriation of the 
people [words indistinct] have those people already been 
repatriated”? 


[De Matos] Yes. You were invited to attend the cere- 
mony [words indistinct] at this stage there are no [words 
indistinct], 


{Manuel} Gen. de Matos: Thank you for speaking to 
Radio Angola, and we hope to interview you again soon. 


[De Matos} Thank you very much. [end recording] 


Angola: UN Official Praises Continuing Calm, 
UNITA Confinement 


MB0902051596 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} The Joint Commission to- 
day expressed optimism at the troop confinement's rapid 
pace. This was disclosed by Deputy UN Special Repre- 
sentative Keled Yassir at a news conference in Luanda 
[passage omitted] 
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[Begin Yassir recording, in English with passage-by- 
passage translauion to Portuguese} The Joint Commis- 
sion has urged the National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola (UNITA] to continue its efforts to 
confine its troops. It also called on UNITA to work to 
ensure quality troop confinement. The Joint Commission 
also learied from the UN Angola Verificauion Mission- 
3 than an additional four troop confinement areas will 
be ready to open on 15 February. The Joint Commission 
noted with satisfaction the absence of significant mili- 
lary operations. The Joint Commission also was pleased 
with the prevailing calm in the country. [passage omit- 
ted] [end recording] 


Angola: Sa‘ inbi Discusses Quartering of UNITA 
Soldiers, UN Decision 


MBO902055896 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[Interview with UNITA President Jonas Savimhi by 
correspondent Joao Van Dunem on & February; place 
not given — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] (Savimbh1] I spoke to Madeleine 
Albright, U.S. ambassador to the Security Council, 
about two hours ago. She confirmed that the mandate 
would be extended another three months. I draw two 
conclusions trom this. First, the international commu- 
nity is somewhat impatient. It is applying pressure. Sec- 
ond, I do not regard the Security Council's decision as 
a setback because it has extended the UN mandate and 
will review it monthly. It shows that the internauonal 
community ts interested in assisting Angolans 1n finding 
peace and stability. 


[Van Dunem] Dr. Savimbi, the United Nations said 
today that UNITA was unable to fulfill the pledges made 
to Ambassador Albright, namely to quarter 16,500 men 
by 8 February. 


[Savimbhi} | would like the world to understand that tt 
is Not possible to quarter 16,500 men and their weapons 
in eight days. | promised the U.S. envoy to quarter 
16,500 men because I have those men and the respective 
weapons. Yet we could not have quartered all of them at 
designated places, namely Vila, Londuimbali, Negage, 
and Quibaxe because the soldiers were further from 
those areas. Likewise, the United Nations did not have 
the means to ferry, feed, and lodge those men. What 
I can tell you is that by 2010, Angolan time, on & 
February, UNITA had quartered 14,000 men. On 9 
February, we will have 15,500 men quartered. | think 
this has been an extraordinary effort. Nobody could have 
achieved this under the conditions we live in, as well 
as mined roads and destroyed bridges. | am happy with 
the resolve shown by my commanders and soldiers who 
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answered my call. To have 15,500 men quartered by 9 
or 10 February is extraordinary. Even if people say that 
we have not quartered the expected 16,500 men, it 1s 
not only UNITA’s fault. The fault lies with UNITA, the 
United Nations, and with the process as such because 
we could not have quartered 16,500 men in eight days. 
Yet | am committed to quartering 16,500 men over the 
next few [words indistinct) will call the U.S. envoy on 
12 February. 


{Van Dunem] The United Nations says UNITA has only 
disarmed and demobilized 7,952 men. Is this number 
inaccurate? 


{Savimbi] No, it 1s not. They cannot say that today. 
There 1s a certain discrepancy between our numbers 
and theirs. Their numbers reflect the number of soldiers 
they photograph and the number of weapons stored. The 
United Nations cannot even process 500 soldiers daily. 
Yet our soldiers are in the designated areas but have not 
been processed. 


{Van Dunem] General Joao de Matos, chief of staft 
of the Angolan Armed Forces, told Radio Nacional de 
Angola this afternoon that UNITA was disarming and 
quartering children and handing in obsolete and rusty 
weapons. 


[Savimbi] Well, that 1s Joao de Matos’ propaganda. 
We would not have been where we are today had we 
followed Joao de Matos. He continues to buy weapons 
and helicopters trom Russia. I take the president of 
the Republic more seriously because he 1s politically 
responsible. Of course, Joao de Matos has no children 
Of rusty Weapons anywhere — he only has new weapons 
because he can buy then. I cannot buy them; I have to 
hand in used weapons. 


| would not like the peace process to be held ransom by 
Joao de Matos. This 1s a political matter, not a military 
one. 


Angola: EU Signs Aid Accords Worth More Than 
$70 Million 


MB0602203596 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 6 Feb 4 


[Report by Gisela Borges in Huila Province] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The EU and the Angolan Gov- 
ernment signed an accord today worth approximately 
$9 million in Lubango, the capital of Huila Province. 
It was signed during the visit EU Commissioner Joao 
de Deus Pinheiro paid to Huila Province today in the 
company of Planning Minister Jose Pedro de Morais. 


Thus, Lubango today witnessed the signing of the 
agreement on a support program for Angola's national 
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reconstrucuon and the Chivinguiru agrarian complex 
rehabilitation project. The program is worth about $70 
million [as heard] intended for social projects in Huila, 
Huambo, Benguela, and Bie Provinces. The Chivinguiru 
complex rehabilitation project 1s worth about $9 million 
and will benefit the school, its boarding section, and 
Sport structures. 


In addition, a study is expected to begin soon concerning 
the repair of the road linking Namibe and Lubango. 


Angola: Russian, EU Officials Attend Joint 
Commission Meetings 


MBO802055396 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 7 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Joint Commission At- 
tended by EU Commissioner Joao de Deus Pinheiro The 
two distinguished visitors visited the Joint Commission 
headquarters to familianze themselves with the devel- 
opment of the peace process. 


The Joint Commission's first session examined the lat- 
est developments in the peace process, notably the con- 
finement of National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola's [UNITA] troops. At the end of the meet- 
ing, Boris Yeltsin's special envoy said his president ts 
concerned with delays in the peace process’ implemen- 
tation, but he believes things will improve. 


[Begin Kolokov recording, in Russian with passage- 
by-passage translation into Portuguese] The meeting 
Stressed the importance of the confinement and disar- 
mament of UNITA troops. It also stressed the need to 
implement promises made by UNITA President Dr. Sav- 
imbi. President Boris Yeltsin's message stresses the im- 
portance of real advances in the Angolan peace process. 
The Russian president is concerned about delays ob- 
served in implementing the Lusaka Protocol. We be- 
lieve, however, that conditions exist so this beautiful 
country rich in natural and human resources can enjoy 
peace. [end recording] 


Mozambique 


Chissano Receives Commonwealth Official 


MBO802134796 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[FBIS§ Transcribed Text} Mozambican President 
Joaquim Chissano yesterday met in Maputo with the 
deputy secretary general of the Commonwealth (Nick 
Hare). The Maputo daily paper NOTICIAS says that 
the two men discussed matters related to cooperation 
between Mozambique and the Commonwealth. The 
paper also says that Chissano and Mr. (Hare) reviewed 
the help the Commonwealth has been providing to 
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Mozambique in the development and democratizauion 
of the country. Mr. (Hare) brought a special message 
from the Commonwealth Secretary General Emeka 
Anyaoku to President Chissano. Mr. Anyaoku inten ts 
to visit Mozambique soon. Mozambique joined the 
Commonwealth last year. This is the first visit’ to 
Mozambique by a semor official of the Commonwealth 
since the country became a member of the organization 


Mozambique: Prime Minister Receives Portuguese 
Official 


MB0702113296 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 7 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt) Prime Minister Pascoal! 
Mocumbi received Jose Lamego, Portuguese secretary 
Of state for cooperauon, with whom he discussed 
Mozambique’s economic reconstruction. This was 
revealed by Jose Lamego in an interview with jour- 
nalists after the meeting with the prime minister. The 
Portuguese official expressed saustacuion with the 
evolution of the democratic process in Mozambique 
and the revamping of the country’s economy. [passage 
omitted | 


Mozambique: Portuguese Secretary of State Meets 
Renamo Leader 


MB0602193596 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GM16 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Jose Lamego, Portuguese 
secretary of state for cooperation, met Mozambique Na- 
tional Resistance [Renamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama 
this afternoon. The “neeting centered on peace, eco- 
nomic development, and cooperauon between the two 
countries’ governments. The Portuguese expressed a de- 
sire to see Angola tollow Mozambique’s example to 
build a democratic country. [passage omitted] 


Jose Lamego said Portuguese citizens had no intention 
of demanding the return of nationalized property. 


The Portuguese secretary of state for cooperation arrived 
in Mozambique on 2 February tor a working visit 


Mozambique: PRC Donates Military Materiel 
Worth $4 Million 


MBO0702153096 Maputo DOMINGO tn Portuguese 
28 Jan 96 pl 


[FBIS Translated Text} National Defense Minister 
Aguiar Mazula told DOMINGO that the PRC this weck 
donated assorted military materiel to the Mozambique 
Defense Armed Forces [FADM] worth $4 million 


The defense muinisier said it is one of the largest 
donations received by the FADM forces, within the 
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framework of existing ties of Cooperation between the 
two countries. 


Mazula said: We have been cooperating with the 
PRC since the beginning of our armed struggle for 
national liberation. It is a well-known fact that the 
Chinese were at our side dumng the armed struggle, 
particularly in political and military traiming centers 
such as Nachingwea. 


The FADM forces comprise 12,000 men recruited from 
the defunct Popular Forces for the Liberation of Mozam- 
bique/Mozambique Armed Forces and Mozambique Na- 
tional Resistance guerrillas, within the framework of the 
General Peace Accord. 


Mozambique: Radioactive Material Found 
Abandoned in Tete 


MB0602151396 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Radioactive material that was 
used at the end of the 1980's in mineral [word indistinct] 
has been found abandoned in Mozambique. The Maputo 
daily paper NOTICIAS gave the details in a front page 
of today’s edition. NOTICIAS says that the material was 
found on the outskirts of Tete city and the nearby town 
of Mozambique, in the western Mozambican Province 
of Tete. The material is a radioactive isotope e!ement 
cobalt which is used for detection purposes in geophysi- 
cal prospection. It was imported from now-defunct East 
Germany, a country with which Mozambique used to 
cooperate in the mining field. Environmentalists regard 
the dumped cobalt as a serious threat to people, live- 
stock, and wildlife. 


Felicio Fernando, of the Environmental Coordination 
Ministry pointed out that the wrapping of the containers 
meant that their surfaces could now be mixed with 
dangerous radioactive articles. Two containers were 
found at Nhambira on the Tete outskirts. Mr. Fernando 
said another danger was that rain could wash some 
of the radioactive material into the River Zambezi, 
endangering those who use the river. He described the 
material as a lethal weapon that acts slowly. He said it 
affects genes, leading to birth defect in the descendants 
of human or animals exposed to the radiation. 


The Ministry of Human Resources and Energy does not 
share the Environment Ministry's concern. The nationa! 
director of geology does not believe the cobalt poses 
a serious threat. He pointed out that the isotope in 
question, cobalt 60, has a relatively short half life of 


five years. 
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Swaziland 


Swaziland: Australian MP, Delegation Pay King 
Mswati Courtesy Call 

MB0702083996 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 7 Feb 96 p 2 


[Report by Bongani Mdluli} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Lozitha — Visiting Australian 
Member of Parliament (MP), Geottrey Connard yester- 
day advised His Majesty King Mswati IIT not to heed 
ideologies imposed by foreign navions on the Swazi peo- 


ple. 


Mr Connard who 1s secretary to the Liberal Party in 
Australia stated that democracy has to go with the 
natural heritage and culture of that particular country 
He also praised the kind of leadership provided by the 
King. He stated that he has been told by the Pnme 
Minister Prince Mbilini and Minister of Transport, 
Ephraim Magagula about the good leadership of the 
King. 


This was at Lozitha Palace where Connard and five ot 
his colleagues paid the King a courtesy call. The other 
MPs are Gerald Ashman, George Cox, Victor Perton, 
Ken Smith. They are also destined to visit Botswana 
and Zimbabwe. 


Leading the delegation was Minister Magagula and 
others who were present were the Prime Minister Prince 
Mbilini and Prince Masitsela 


Mr Connard stated that they chose to come to Swaziland 
first because of her peace and fnendship. He said the 
King’s predecessors set the pace tor promoting peace 
I am very grateful about your leadership as brieted by 
the Premier and minister. | would state that democracy 
is very wide and a nation has to hase its own on 
the traditions and culture. Democracy should not be 
imposed on you by foreign nations. It should he hased 
on the cultural background, he said 


His Majesty expressed gratitude at the development 
support given by the Australian government 


lam happy for your mmiuative to come to Swaziland and 
it is the first time to meet such a delegation. | am sure 
it would not take time to learn about the life of people 
in this country. | would also thank your government 
support on the development in the country, he said 
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Swaziland: SFTU’s Sithole Says Nxumalo’s Arrest 
‘Sheer Intimidation’ 

MB0702084096 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 7 Feb 96 p2 


[Report by Sibusiso Mngadi]} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] THE Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions (SFTU) has described the arrest of one 
of their leaders yesterday as sheer inumidation and 
harassment of the officials of the organisation. 


SFTU Assistant Secretary General, Mr Jabulani Nxu- 
malo was arrested at noon yesterday on [words indis- 
tinct} Sithole said the arrest was a well plained strategy 
to destabilize the leadership “for a motive well known 
to government’. 


Mr Sithole, speaking together with the SFTU President, 
Mr Richard Nxumalo, wondered why the government 
would wait for all these years to bring such charges if 
they are genuine. 


The SFTU leaders expressed concern that the organi- 
sation had to hold negotiations with the Federation of 
Swaziland Employers (FSE) without the presence of one 
of their team members. 


They also stated that the arrest has sabotaged intended 
negouations between the organisation and government 
on the issues that led to the recent mass stay-away and 
the threatened one on February 19. 


The arrest of the union leader is a sequel to the recent 
arrest of three SFTU leaders during the mass stay-away 
two weeks ago. 


The leaders, including Mr Sithole, Mr Richard Nxumalo 
and Mr Jabulani Nxumalo, were detained for four days 
on charges relating to the contravention of the Public 
Order Act of 1963. The charges were later withdrawn by 
the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP), Mr Adinkra 
Donkoh. 


Swaziland: Jailed Union Leader Freed on R500 Bail 


MBO0702153496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1519 GMT 7 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] MBABANE Feb 7 SAPA — 
Swaziland trade union leader Jabulani Nxumalo was 
granted bail of RSOO [rands) on Wednesday in a court 
hearing that union colleagues immediately suggested 
might be an atternpt by the government to discredit pro- 
democracy activists. 

Nxumalo, assistant secretary-general of the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU] , was granted bail 
by South African magistrate Jacobus Annandale when 
he appeared in the Mbabane Magistrate's Court. The 
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conditions of bail are that he surrender his passport 
and other travel documents to the police and report to 
Mbabane police station every Friday. He was instructed 
to obtain two sureties and to refrain from interfering 
with witnesses On a list he is to be provided with. 


The witnesses are mainly employees of the Royal 
Swaziland Insurance Corporation, where Nxumalo 
worked before being dismissed for his union activities. 
Nxumalo is accused of stealing a school certificate 
issued to another pupil by the name of Nxumalo and of 
using it to fraudulently gain employment at the insur- 
ance company. The certificate allegedly incorporated a 
general certificate of education issued by the University 
of Cambridge in England. 


SFTU president Richard Nxumalo, general secretary Jan 
Sithole and a crowd of union members attended the bail 
application hearing. Sithole told a SAPA correspondent 
afterwards he believed the charges against Nxumalo 
were a ploy by the government to discredit and destroy 
union leaders by fabricating charges of alleged criminal 
offences. This was not unexpected, Sithole said, and the 
SFTU was prepared to counter such plans. 


The case could adversely affect attempts to peacefully 
resolve a dispute between the government and the 
SFTU on a transformation to democracy. Sithole added, 
however, that this would depend on the government's 
stance when negotiations with the tripartite committee 
resumed. The SFTU would request a mecting with 
the government by Friday [9 February] because of the 
urgency to avert a resumption of a national strike that 
brought the kingdom to a standstill two weeks ago. A 
second national strike is set to start on February 19. 


If the government was serious about a settlement, it 
would agree to a meeting, Sithole said. The SFTU would 
seek an assurance al this meeting that the government 
would not abuse the negotiations period to wage a 
“dirty-tricks” Campaign against union leaders. 


Swaziland: Lubombo Chiefs Urge King To Allow 
SFTU ‘Party’ 

MBO0702084196 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 7 Feb 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Albert Masango] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Siteki — Chiefs and MPs in 
the Lubombo region have suggested that the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU] formed into a 
Labour Party to enable it to freely discuss political 
issues. 


This was at a meeting held at the Lubombo regional of- 
fices to review the recent speech made by the King when 
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he dismissed emabutfo (regiments) at Engabezweni 
[royal residence}. 


A member of the constituency council of Malindza, 
Bhojabhoja Tsabedze, submitted that the message of 
SFTU is now clear to everybody. Mr Tsabedze charged 
that things were not going well in the country, and 
suggested that the King should allow SFTU to become 
a Labour Party so that it can openly talk politics. 


"We all understand the message Jan (unions leader) 
is putting across. Therefore may | suggest that the 
Organisation be allowed to talk politics. Don't arrest 
or ban them just allow them to operate as a Labour 
Party so that some of us can challenge them openly. 
I'm a staunch traditionalist, but I say if these people are 
allowed to talk politics we will also be able to oppose 
them as traditionalists. 


"I would also suggest that Prince Dumisa be allowed 
to come back and let us all talk politics. | know him 
very much he is a congressman and we are now very 
much prepared to face him and the rest of these people 
who talk politics. We love our King but a political 
platform must be clearly established where we can all 
demonstrate which side we are on,” Mr Tsabedze said. 


Chief Mahlabandzaba of KaMkhweli charged that there 
is a need for the people to be allowed to discuss politics. 
He added that chiefs should be educated on how they 
could fit in the system in the event political parties are 
allowed in the country. 


He added that they need to know how they will behave 
when people with different ideologies come to seek 
advice of the chiefs as traditional leaders. He said chiefs 
should first be given back their powers to rule their 
subjects properly in the changing times. 


Another member of a constituency council of Lubulini, 
Mayithulele Simelane, charged that the present govern- 
ment has failed to deliver as a result many people are 
dissatisfied. 

He said the failure of the government to meet the needs 
of the people can cause people to lose respect in their 
leaders. It appeared, he said, that people have even lost 
their identity. 

"We have a government which is dead right from 
Tinkhundla [traditional community councils) centers to 
the top. Our headmen are dead, the Regional office here 
is also full of deadwood. The only thing they know is 
to talk about their allowances. 


“We also have a dead cabinet which is also concerned 
about allowances instead of allocating funds for the rural 
areas where the majority of Swazis are. It is common 
knowledge that we need an aircraft, but it is not a 
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priority, but this government went ahead to prioritise 
the purchase of the plane.” 


Swaziland: Manzini Chiefs Reportedly No Longer 
Get Access to King 


MB0902083096 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 9 Feb 96 p 32 


[Report by Bongani Mdluli] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Manzini — Chiets in this 
region have complained that they no longer have direct 
access to the King. 


They criticised the protocol office for frustraung them. 
They charged that this did not happen before. The chiefs 
resolved to raise this complaint today when they meet 
the King at Ludzidzini [royal residence). 


The issue of the chiefs was raised yesterday during a 
meeting held at the Manzini City Council Chambers. 
The meeting was attended by Members of Parliament 
(MP) Tindvuna [subchiefs} and Bucopho [councils). 


Among those present were Swaziland’s representative al 
the United Nations Mathendele Dlamini. Manzini North 
MP, M'ntonzima Dlamini, LaMgabhi MP, Ntuthuko 
Diamini and Principal Secretary at ihe Deputy Prime 
Minister's (DPM) office J.V Dlamini. 


Mr Pau! Diamini said it is high time that chiets are 
given back their “key” which gave them access to the 
King. "We all know that there is nothing wrong with the 
Tinkhundla [traditional community councils] system. It 
is only that certain people in government have hidden 
agendas. In fact government is selling the system at Jet 
[store] Price. It is surprising that government also has 
taken a long time in addressing the workers’ problems 
which has automatically put the system at risk. 


“Right now chiefs no longer have direct access to the 
King yet in the past it was not like that. | also blame 
parliament for not doing anything when the country 
is put up in flames. They also do not report back to 
their constituencies when they encounier problems in 
the House. 


“Why is the April 12 decree not being enforced because 
we see political parties speaking everyday in the news- 
papers,” he said to the agreement of all the chiefs. 
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Swaziland: ‘Political Interference’ Reported at 
Broadcasting Services 


MB0702083896 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 7 Feb 96 p 32 


[Report by Nimrod Mabuza] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — Political inter- 
ference showed its ugly head again at the Swaziland 
Broadcasting Services [SBS] over the weekend. It is re- 
ported that a political decision was taken to broadcast 
an interview with Ambassador to the United Nations 
Mr Mathendele Dlamini, on the tinkhundla [traditional 
community councils} system. 


The order to broadcast Mr Diamini’s comments was 
issued on Friday afternoon. The order was allegedly 
communicated to radio journalists by the Director of 
SBIS [Swaziland Broadcasting Information Services], 
Mr Abner Tembe. 


Asked for comment, Mr Tembe declined. "I would not 
like to commen on this. You can either talk to the 
principal secretary [PS] or the journalist who conducted 
the interview Stewart Tsela’. 


Asked if he could deny or confirm the allegation 
that SBIS was ordered to broadcast the interview by 
somebody above him, Mr Tembe insisted: “At the 
moment I would not like to say anything on this matter. 
Talk to the PS,” he said. 


The PS was reported out of the country and Mr 
Tsela could not be reached for comment. According 
to sources, SBS was forced to cancel appointments 
with other members of the public for live interviews 
because the time allocated was taken by Mr Dlamini. 
The sources said Mr Diamini's comments on the system 
were earlier found not suitable for broadcast. 


The sources said the comments were destined for the 
archives but were saved by the controversial order. Mr 
Diamini was interviewed by telephone from his office 
in New York eariy December and he talked about the 
good of the system and rejected calls for reforms. 


Swaziland: Hospital Situation ‘Critical’ as Nurses 
Work To Rule 

MBO802090896 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 8 Feb 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Albert Masango]| 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — Health services at 
the Mbabane Government Hospital, the biggest in the 
country, have deteriorated to nightmare levels as the 
work-to-rule boycott launched by nurses bites deeper 
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With only three doctors and two sisters left behind as 
the entire nursing staff leaves for home after working 
eight hours, close to 300 patients can only watch and 
wail helplessly for another shift to take over, fours later, 
[sentence as published] 


No one is attending to emergencies. Several patients 
have reportedly died and pregnant women on the verge 
of delivery have had to endure prolonged periods of 
labour pains as nurses left them writhing on the beds. 


Nurses have recently informed members of the public 
not to bring their sick or injured relatives during the 
hours in which they do not work. “The situation 1s 
very pathetic,” mourned clinical superintendent Dr John 
Kunene. “It's critical and, mind you, this is supposed to 
be a referral hospital”. 


When the Times crew visited the hospital it was greeted 
with a shocking testimony of the state of affairs and 
what patients go through everyday since the strike 
began, 


A young man from Lobamba sat by the main entrance 
bleeding profusely from a gash on his head ‘caused by 
a bush knife. He held a small patch of bandage over 
the wound given to him by a sympathetic student nurse 
and it appeared he required immediate attention. He 
was in for a shock as nobody was interested, or able 
to attend to him. According to the young man, who 
was in the company of two people, a friend and ‘a good 
Samaritan’, the student nurse only bandaged him to stop 
the blood which, by this me, had oozed out of the gash 
and covered his body. 


Within the hospital two nursing sisters and a female 
doctor were running from one patient to the other, dis- 
tributing tablets, administering injecuions and comftort- 
ing those they could not help. 


In another room, two young student nurses were prepar- 
ing to knock-off. "The lives of the patients are very 
much compromised by the situation since the start of 
the work-to-rule, added Dr Kunene. 


Minister of Health Muntu Mswane agreed with him. 
“Yes, the situation is very critical at the present moment. 
I have received a report from this hospital which details 
the seriousness of the situation. However, because of its 
extreme sensitivity | cannot divulge its contents now. 


There are close to 300 patients admitted at the hospital, 
200 of which are in bed and the rest are lying on 
the floor due to a shortage of beds. Dr Johu Kunene 
said the hospital only attends to extraordinary cases, as 
emergency service is completely closed down after the 
normal working hours. 
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He said the work to-rule mostly affects the hospital 
from 8.00 PM to the following 8.00AM. He said to 
alleviate the situation, the hospital administration has 
discussed the issue of using student nurses from the 
Institute of Health Sciences. But this arrangement was 
not accepted in fear of putting the student nurses in 
danger of vic’) .ation by employed nurses. 


Dr Kunene told the Times that at one stage, he negoti- 
ated with two other nursing sisters to assist i. the crisis, 
but they have since pulled out. He said these nursing sis- 
ters had complained that the Ministry of Health failed to 
do anything to demonstrate appreciation for their sacri- 
fice nor was there any effort to bring the situation back 
to normality. 


Dr Kunene further explained that two reports about the 
deteriorating situation were submitted to the ministry 
but that he has no idea what action has been taken. Dr 
Kunene noted that the situation is also affecting other 
privately owned health institutions which now act as 
“referral” hospitals for patients who are supposed to be 
attended by the Mbabane Government Hospital. 


Swaziland: Editorial Praises King’s Leadership on 
Constitution Revival 


MB0802090696 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 8 Feb 96 p/ 


(Editorial } 
(FBIS Transcribed Text) At last His Majesty has shaken 
off those malignant advisers that stick to him like 


ticks. This was evident when he made his own historic 
pronouncement that °...the constitution wil! be revived. 


Whilst scaring us all half to death with his call to arms 
on that fateful Saturday, he was gathering strength for 
this Monday's stunningly welcome announcement. His 
Majesty has become his “own man” at last, a leader of 
his people whose own common sense told him that all 
the nonsense that had been going on must stop. He has 
given us the way forward. 


After administering a short sharp stab of realism to the 
nation, he then cieverly defused the situation by making 
his historic Monday declaration. 


The Saturday statement was clearly not sanctioned by 
his advisers or suggested by them. It was a King’s battle 
cry to all of us, NOT a cunning twisted speech that 
would throw us into further confusion. His advisers kept 
their heads down along with the rest of us. 


The King by making both these statements without fear 
or favour from anybody, has strengthened our faith in 
him. That he made these statements without advice from 
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anybody is beyond doubt. He has cut through the tangled 
rope and knots that were trussing up his people like 
chickens. 


The King has cleared the way forward. We can again 
press on with our development. We have a real King, 
not a puppet of his advisers and he is setting us on the 
path to the real democracy we all desire. 


The nation must however be alert for civil servants 
and politicians who seek to cloud the King’s success 
with deliberately ill-timed provocative actions that could 
even yet throw us back into the pit of unrest. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwean Minister Says Chimwenjes Not 
Security Threat 


MB0602104496 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese O800 GMT 6 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Zimbabwean Government 
says Chimwenjes [litte light) are not a danger to 
Zimbabwe's security. Home Affairs Minister Dumiso 
Dabengwa said Chimwenjes are mere criminals who 
steal from people travelling along roads linking Zim- 
babwe to Mozambique. Dabengwa added that Zim- 
babwe will not interfere with their detention because 
their crimes were allegedly committed in Mozambique. 
He noted that the Mozambique National Resistance has 
no links with Chimwenjes, who belong to the opposi- 
tion Zimbabwe African National Union-Ndonga 


Zimbabwe: Reporter Views Mozambique-Based 
Chimwenje Group 


MBO0802132996 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
1158 GMT 08 Feb 96 


[Report by Georg Manase} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] MUTARE Feb & SAPA -— 
As stability gradually takes root in southern Africa, the 
emergence of a shadowy armed group allegedly bent on 
toppling the Zimbabwean Government threatens to dent 
peace trends and pursuit for investment in eastern parts 
of the region. 


Known as Chimwenje (Torch) [words indistinct] 
Mozambique-based gunmen have rekindled fears that 
the dissident bane, which tormented thousands of 
Zimbabweans in provinces such as Matabeleland soon 
after independence in 1980, has returned to haunt them, 
the ZIANA NEWS AGENCY reports. 


Now while previously embattled countries in the region 
— Angola, Namibia and South Africa — are in the 
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process of embellishing their newly-found peace, Zim- 
babwe is tightening security along its eastern border 
with Mozambique. 


Minister of Home Affairs, Dumiso Dabengwa, said in 
an interview: "We should exercise maximum vigilance 
not only because of the existence of Chimwenje, but 
also because we have a lot of firearms lying around in 
Mozambique which could be smuggled into Zimbabwe 
and used to commit atrocities.” 

Joint liaison security meetings between Mozambican 
and Zimbabwean Government officials in the wake of 
Chimwenje atrocities indicate growing concern over 
events along the historically troubled border. 


From Zimbabwe's protracted liberation war to the 16- 
year old Mozambican civil war, areas along the expanse 
of the border area still bear deep scars of civil strife such 
as landmines. 


A journalist who was in Mozambique recently, Kelvin 
Jakachira, says the situation could become “volatile”. 


“Most of the people are unproductive. There are wan- 
dering aimlessly and are prone to be used in political 
battles,” he says. 


A long-distance truck driver based in Zimbabwe's east- 
ern border town of Mutare, who requested anonymity, 
said cases of Chimwenje armed robberies on highways 
along the Beira corridor were increasing. 


Landlocked Zimbabwe relies heavily on the Beira 
corridor and the airport of Beira for both its exports 
and imports, and any disturbances along the country’s 
lifeline to the sea could adversely affect the economy 
and deter potential investors. 


So far, reports point towards rising instability in the 
area. 


On January 14, seven Zimbabwean members of 
Chimwenje [word indistinct) Mozambican policeman 
were killed in a gun battle at Dombe, Manica Province, 
about 40km east of the border with Zimbabwe. 


NOTICIAS, the Mozambican daily, in January reported 
that three of the Chimwenjes who were captured in 
the battle and now in police custody said they were 
“the armed wing” of Zimbabwe's opposition party Zanu 
(Ndonga) led by the Rev Ndabaningi Sithole. 


Further reports said Chimwenjes, whose main base is in 
Zomba, killed four people, including a traditional chief 
in a separate attack. 


However, managing director of the Beira Corridor 
Group (BCG), David Zausmer, says the gun battles 
involving Chimwenje had not affected security along 
the Beira corridor. 
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The gunfights were not disruptive because they occurred 
quite some distance from the Beira corridor, he says. 


Although the economic impact of Chimwenje operations 
is yet to be clearly manifested, serious political concerns 
which borders on future security of this part of the 
region are being raised. 


Sithole, 76, has denied claims that Chimwenje is linked 
to Zanu (Ndonga), insisting that his party conforms 
to the democratic means of removing President Robert 
Mugabe's 16-year old government. 


Curiously, though, just after independence, Zanu 
(Ndonga), which is the only opposition party repre- 
sented in Zimbabwe's single chamber Parliament, was 
Officially known as Zanu Mwenje and used the symbol 
of a torch. 


Comander of Chimwenje, Simba “Bosongo" Mhlanga, 
and another militant, William Namakonya, have since 
been jailed for 15 and 12 years respectively by the High 
Court after being convicted on charges of plotting to 
destabilise the country. In spite of their abortive attempt 
to blow up Mugabe's motorcade, Chimwenje is yet to 
engage in operations inside Zimbabwe. 


Sithole, who claims that the allegations over Chimwenje 
were trumped up by the ruling Zanu-PF government in 
order to scuttle his challenge for the presidency in the 
scheduled March presidential elections, is on Zd1000 
[Zimbabwean dollars] bail on charges of plotting to 
assassinate Mugabe and recruiting people for illegal 
military training. 

Like the political turmoil which engulfed the country for 
most of the 1980s when gunmen raped women, killed 
innocent civilians and committed armed robberies in 
Matabeleland provinces, classifying Chimwenje appears 
tricky. 


The gunmen in the predominantly Ndebele-speaking 
Matabeleland provinces were variously labelled “han- 
dits” and “dissidents”, creating confusion over their aims 
and sponsors. 


Dabengwa believes Chimwenjes are just “bandits” and 
pose no security threat to Zimbabwe. 


But an unprecedented increase in armed robberies in 
Chipinge and Chimanimani districts of Manicaland 
Province, which has made the border area dangerous, 
are becoming a major headache to Zimbabwe's police. 


Eighteen armed robberies have been recorded in January 
alone, says officer commanding police in Manicaland, 
Senior Assistant Commissioner Ngonidzashe Gumbo. 


As the Chimwenje story unfolds, the extent of the 
gunmen’s threat remains to be seen. 
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Benin: Minister Warns Against Plans To Sabotage 
Elections 


AB0802112796 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1930 GMT 7 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The authorities of our country 
are deeply concerned about rumors of an imminent plan 
to sabotage the upcoming presidential elections. In a 
joint statement issued on 5 February, the ministers of 
state for defense and of interior, security, and territorial 
administration warned those who may be planing to 
perpetrate such acts of sabotage. The statement follows a 
message from Monsignor Sastre which reveals that there 
is a plan to sabotage the upcoming 3 March presidential 
elections. 


At a news briefing, Desire Vieyra, minister of state 
in charge of defense and coordination of government 
action, issued a stern warning to the authors of this 
plan to recruit soldiers who have voluntarily left the 
civil service and to set up militias. The minister of state 
asserted that those who indulge in such acts will be 
severely punished. 


{Begin Vieyra recording) We warn these people. They 
must know that we are aware of their plan. We will not 
nlerate any violation of the law. The law, the entire 
law with all its rigors, will be enforced especially now. 
They should have no illusions about the determination 
of our government to maintain order. (end recording} 


After issuing this warning, State Minister Desire Vieyra 
issued a statement which underscores the measures 
adopted by his ministry, as well as the Interior Ministry, 
to ensure the smooth running of the 3 March presidential 
elecuons. 


[Begin Vieyra recording] Presidential candidates who 
so desire, will, after agreement with the interior minis- 
ter, be entitled to bodyguards to be provided by Gov- 
ernment. Measures will be adopted by the Defense and 
Interior Ministries to ban the wearing of military and 
paramilitary uniforms and symbols by persons who do 
not belong to the Army, Gendarmerie, Police, Water 
and Forests, and Customs, as well as the carrying of 
firearms, conventional arms, hand grenades, sophisti- 
cated and large-scale hunting arms. These measures 
equally apply to personnel of security guards compa- 
nies. [end recording] 
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Burkina Faso 


Burkina Faso: New Premier Outlines Main 
Priorities 


LDO0902075196 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 8 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text) Kadre Desire Quedraogo, the 
new prime minister of Burkina-Faso, arrived in Qua- 
gadougou late this morning from Dakar, where until 
now he has been the deputy governor of the Central 
Bank of Western African States [BCEAO]. Mr. Que- 
draogo began talks to form his government. He also 
revealed that his priority is to revitalize the economy. 


[Begin Quedraogo recording] | intend to take this acuon 
within the tramework of reinforcing and revitalizing the 
economic development process of our country. By this, 
I mean to say that special emphasis will be placed on the 
development of production. Our country’s economy 1s 
agriculturally based which means that special emphasis 
will be placed on the development of agricultural 
production. 


There are other key elements like problems of employ- 
ment, problems of cleaning-up the country’s manage- 
ment of public finances, environmental problems, and 
many other issues. However, as you know, in a de- 
veloping country everything is important. Naturally, in 
terms of our present capabilities, it is necessary at least 
to select the priorities so that the action we take can be 
as effective as possible. [end recording] 


Burkina Faso: President Compaore Meets Prime 
Minister 8 Feb 


AB0902102696 Ouagadougou Radiodiffusion 
Nationale du Burkina Radio in French 
1900 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Blaise Compaore this 
morning granted an audience to Prime Minister Kadre 
Desire Quedraogo. This first private meeting with the 
head of state was probably held as part of consultations 
for the formation of the new government. Here is what 
Mr. Kadre Desire OQuedraogo said at the end of the 
meeting: 

{Begin recording] [Quedraogo] | am here to consult 
with the men and women of this country in order to 
form a team that will be capable of carrying out the 
task the president of Burkina Faso has assigned to me 
and taking into account the priorities which will be laid 
down, we, the men and women, will be able to carry 
out the government action that | will lead. 


[Unidenufied correspondent] You have just spoken 
about priorities. Could you tell us what your priorities 
will be as head of the government” 
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{Quedraogo] | wish to place my action within the frame- 
work of strengthening and revitalizing the economic de- 
velopment process in our country. By this, | mean that 
emphasis will be placed on developing production. Our 
country is an agropastoral one and it goes without say- 
ing that special attention must be paid to developing 
agropastoral activities. There are other problems such 
as employment, the need to stabilize the management 
of public finances, the problem of environmental pro- 
tection, and many other matters. As you very well know, 
in a developing country, every problem is a priority is- 
sue. We must naturally select the priorities in view of 
Our means so that our actions will be as efficient as pos- 
sible. 

[Correspondent] You will soon form your government. 
What do you expect of this team that you will be 
heading? 


{Ouedraogo] The role of prime minister is to lead and 
coordinate government actions. | will ensure that the 
team works in a harmonious and efficient manner. | 
think that is the prime minister's role. 


[Correspondent] When will your government be an- 
nounced? 


{QOuedraogo] The government will be announced in the 
hours or days ahead. 


[Correspondent] Which political group do you belong 
to? 


[Ouedraogo] I do not belong to any political group. As 
you know very well, I am vice governor of the Central 
Bank of the West African States and as vice governor, 
I had the status of an international civil servant up to 
the time I was appointed prime minister. | have come 
back to head the government and I will work to ensure 
that all the skills, without exception, are used for the 
country’s development. 


[Correspondent] Your Excellency, do you not think that 
for you not to belong to any political group could 


hamper your actions? 


{Ouedraogo}] Absolutely not. | am counting on the 
support of all without exception so that we can work in 
solidarity to build the future of our country as outlined 
by the president of Burkina Faso in his program. [end 
recording] 
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Burkina Faso: New Pro-Government Democracy, 
Progress Party Formed 

ABO0702102796 Ouagadougou Radiodiffusion 
Nationale du Burkina Radio in French 

1900 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] A new party, the Con- 
gress for Democracy and Progress [Congres pour la 
Democratic et le Progress, CDP] was formed at the 
end of the second ordinary congress of Organizauon 
for People’s Democracy-Labor Movement [ODP-MT]. 
The CDP is made up of a dozen political parties. Ar- 
sene Bognessan Ye, chairman of the new party, held 
a news briefing on the new formation. Koudao Gerard 
Sawadogo brings details: 


[Begin Sawadogo recording] The CDP is a merger of 
the ODP-MT, Group of Revolutionary Democrats, the 
Movement of Social-Democrats, the (7PATLES), PDR, 
PPU, RPG, RFI [expansions unknown], the Union of 
Social Democrats, the Union of Democrats and Patriots 
of Burkina, and factions of the Burkinabe Socialist Bloc 
{BSB] and Group of Patriotic Democrats. It has a 24- 
member national executive secretariat with Dr. Arsene 
Bognessan Ye as its chairman. 


In fact, the CDP is a group of parties which have 
decided to overcome their divisions, resentment, rancor, 
and other barriers, and to ensure the mobilization of 
the sons of the country around the common ideal of 
building the fatherland. As a rule, the CDP condemns 
and fights against the use of shortcuts to access power. 
It therefore encourages open debate on issues and the 
defense of political programs and social projects. It also 
supports free, transparent, clean, and legal elections and 
competition through the ballot box. 


The CDP also aims at strengthening the current eco- 
nomic and social development in Burkina by promoting 
a social market economy where the state continues to 
play a supervisory role. It also plans to work for the 
totally eradication from the Burkinabe society of the 
scourge of illiteracy, ignorance, misery, disease, unem- 
ployment, and corruption which are the main obstacles 
to real economic and social progress. Finally, the new 
formation wants to actively participate in the great strug- 
gle for the poliucal, economic, and social emancipation 
of Africa. [passage omitted] [end recording] 
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‘he Gambia 


The Gambia: Libye Grants $1 Million To Fund 
Television 


ABO0802105996 Paris AFP in French 
2003 GMT 7 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Banjul, 7 Feb (AFP) — Abdul 
Salam Abuzid, the Libyan charge d'affaires in The 
Gambia, today presented a check worth $1 million 
to Gambia's Finance Minister Bala Garba Jahumpa, 
official sources announced today in the Gambian capital. 
According to the same sources, this Libyan financial 
aid is meant to finance the Gambian television system. 
The television service is currently carrying out technical 
tests. 


Ghana 


Ghana: President Rawlings Meets ECA, World 
Bank Officials 


ABO702121496 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
0600 GMT 7 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} President JJ. Rawlings yes- 
terday held discussions with the executive secretary of 
the Economic Commission for Africa [ECA], Dr. K.Y. 
Amoako, at the Castle, Osu during which he appealed 
for international support for Africa to enable countries 
of the continent to process some of their primary com- 
modities for export. For the rest on that meetung, here 
is Teye Kitcher: 

{Begin Kitcher recording] President Rawlings, Dr. 
Amoako, and the minister of finance, Mr. Kwame 
Peprah, discussed a wide range of ecom << issues 
concerning Ghana, the West Afncan subre,son, and 
Africa as a whole. President Rawlings said Africa is 
facing hardship as a result of unfair trading relations 
with her trading partners. This, in the view of the 
president, could be reversed if African countnes added 
value to their primary products before exporung them. 
He noted that economic problems provoke political 
instability. There is the need, therefore, for the interna- 
tional community to complement the efforts of African 
governments at economic development. 


Dr. Amoako told the president that the United Nations 
will soon introduce a scheme to assist the OAU in its 
conflict prevention and resolution efforts. The execu- 
tive secretary said the ECA will aiso take steps to con- 
tribute more effectively toward the development of the 
economies of African countries. The ECA, Dr. Amoako 
emphasized, will also support the economic integration 
of Africa. This is because economic integration has been 
a dream for too long, and the time has come to make 
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it real. He said as chairman of ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States], the support of Pres- 
ident Rawlings will be sought by the ECA in its efforts 
to make economic integration a reality. Dr. Amoako 
disclosed that the ECA will in June invite African busi- 
nessmen and their overseas counterparts to a Meeting in 
Accra to discuss investments. 


The minister of finance, Mr. Kwame Peprah, welcomed 
the ECA's initiative to promote the economic integra- 
tion of Africa, and expressed the view that the commis- 
sion should serve as a focal point for coordination on 
economic concerns of African countries. 


President Rawlings also held discussions with Mr. 
Olivier Lafoucarde, the World Bank director for West 
and Central Africa. Mr. Lafoucarde told newsmen 
that it is reassuring that this year’s budget contains 
antiinflationary measures. He was also happy that the 
budget has confirmed the continuation of Ghana's 
economic recovery efforts. [end recording] 


Ghana: Ban on Public Preaching Lifted in Part of 
Kumasi 


ABO0802210696 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 8 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Ashanti Regional Security 
Council has lifted the ban on public preaching in 
some parts of the Kumasi metropolis. This follows 
the initiative taken by the Asantehene [Ashanti chief] 
Cnumfuo Opoku Ware, the leaders of the Catholic 
Church, the Christian Council of Ghana, and the Islamic 
community to restore peace among some Christian and 
Muslim groups in the metropolis. 


A statement issued in Kumasi today by the Ashanti 
Regional Police Command said the peace initiative 
has greatly facilitated interreligious dialogue and un- 
derstanding. The Regional Security Council, however, 
urged all public preachers to desist from using provoca- 
tive and abusive language and, instead, create a con- 
genial atmosphere for lasting peace and reconciliation 
among their followers. The Regional Security Counci! 
has also directed the police to monitor the activities of 
itinerant Muslim and Christian preachers, and to take 
appropriate action against any of them, whose actions 
may lead to a breach of the peace. 
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Ghana: Police Hold Meeting on Religious 
Disturbances at Akyem-Oda 


AB0802221296 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 gmt 8 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The deputy commissioner of 
police in charge of operations, Mr. Johnson Abudu, has 
held discussions with the Zongo [Hausa] community 
ai Akyem-Oda in an effort to help bring lasting peace 
among Dagombas and Kotokolis there. The meeting 
followed last week's religious disturbances between 
the two ethnic groups which left six people dead and 
property worth millions of cedis destroyed. 


A GNA report said while the Dagombas attended the 
meeting in their numbers, only a few Kotokolis could 
attend since most of them have fled the town. Mr. 
Abudu advised all the ethnic groups in the areas to live 
in harmony, and warned that anyone who disturbs the 
peace will be dealt with severely. He appealed to those 
who fled the area to return, saying that the police will 
continue their day and night patrol until law and order 
is restored. 


Mr. Abudu said the police will ensure that all the per- 
petrators of the genocide are prosecuted. The Breman- 
South District coordinating director, Mr. Ampong, re- 
minded Muslims in the area that though there is free- 
dom of worship, the district security committee will not 
look on unconcerned for people to take the law into 
their own hands under the guise of religious freedom. 


Guinea 


Guinea: AFP Reports Tanks Posted at ‘Strategic’ 
Places in Conakry 


ABO0802212096 Paris AFP in French 
2033 GMT 8 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Conakry, 8 Feb (AFP) — 
About 10 Guinean Army tanks were posted at various 
strategic places of Conakry this evening, where the 
situation still appears tense six days after the rebellion 
was launched, AFP noted. The reappearance of the 
tanks, which the rebels used to bomb the Presidential 
Palace on 3 Fyhruary, occurs at a time when alarmist 
rumors are circulating in the capital about the refusal 
of uncontrolled Army elements, whose number was not 
specified, to return to their barracks. 


Furthermore, reliable sources have disclosed that at 
least three officers, who participated in the rebellion 
that left about 50 dead and more than 100 wounded 
last weekend, have been placed under tight arrest 
at Samory Toure Barracks, where the head of state, 
General Lansana Conte, lives. 
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Guinea: Further Trouble in Conakry; Officers 
Meet With Officials 


AB0902074996 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 9 Feb 96 


{From the "African News” program} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} There are reports of further 
unrest by angry soldiers in Guinea following last week's 
army rebellion in which about 50 people are believed 
to have been killed. A number of tanks are taking up 
position at strategic points in the capital Conakry. A 
BBC correspondent in Conakry says, army officers have 
been having talks with government officials. 


A number of officers were arrested after last week's 
rebellion. It began when soldiers surrounded and shelled 
the presidential palace during a dispute over pay and 
conditions. Order was restored when Guinean President 
Lansana Conte promised to reform the army and sack 
the defense minister. 


suinea: Senegalese Prime Minister Meets 
President, Delivers Message 


AB0902113596 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 
1945 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The head of state, General 
Lansana Conte, granted an audience to the Senegalese 
Prime Minister Habib Thiam at the Almamy Samory 
Toure Camp. Prime Minister Thiam is leading an im- 
portant delegation of his country. Mr. Thiam delivered 
a message of support and solidarity from the Seregalese 
people, their government, and President Diouf. He ex- 
pressed (?regret) over the incidents that took place on 2 
and 3 February in Conakry. Details with Prime Minis- 
ter Thiam talking to our correspondent at the presidency 
press office: 


[Begin Thiam recording] I delivered a message from 
Senegalese President Abdou Diouf to his brother and 
friend Guinean President Lansana Conte. It was a 
message of support because there have always been 
long standing relations between Guinea and Senegal. 
The bonds of friendship between President Diouf and 
President Conte are also very strong. In our subregion, 
we should strive to be in a situation of peace, tranquility, 
and dedicated to work. Doing this will enable us to 
take care of the most essential issues. That would 
mean to ensure the development of our people. As you 
know individual nations are now talking about regional 
groupings throughout the world. Developed nations are 
forming regional organizations. Developing nations are 
also trying to come together. In any case, this is an 
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Obligatory passage for these nations if they want to 
achieve 


Senegal and Guinea have always cooperated, especially 
within the framework of the Organization for the 
Development of the Senegal Development Organization. 
We cooperate within the Economic Community of West 
African States, the Organization of African Unity, and 
several other regional and subregional organizations. 
For all these reasons, as I just said, the friendship, 
the common historic and geographic links, are all part 
of these relations. Thus the message of friendship to 
President Conte who confirmed the strong bonds of 
friendship between them and the friendship between the 
Guinean and Senegalese peoples. [end recording] 


The Senegalese delegation comprised Messrs 
Moustapha Niasse, minister of foreign affairs; Jacques 
Bodin, Minister of justice; Badji Diouf, deputy speaker 
of the National Assembly, and many other top ranking 
officials. 


Liberia 


Liberia: NPFL Military Wing Leader Reports 
Peace Council Attacks 

AB0802 190396 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 8 Feb 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The peace process in Liberia 
is looking rather shaky again. In recent weeks, there has 
been a spate of clashes between ULIMO-J [United Lib- 
eration Movement for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson) 
forces and soldiers of the peacekeeping force, ECO- 
MOG [Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], but now it seems there 
is a lot of trouble in the southeast of the country, where 
in the past, Charles Taylor's NPFL [National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia] and George Boley'’s Liberian Peace 
Council, LPC, have fought bitter battles. Well, a few 
minutes ago, a General Tiger Wante, who said he was 
the chairman of the military wing of the NPFL, called 
us up. Robin White asked him what, according to him, 
was going on: 

[Begin recording} [Wante}] Our latest information is 
{that} LPC is attacking our positions in the Sinoe, 
Grand Kru, some parts of Grand Gedeh, and Maryiand 
(Counties). 


{White} And what has happened during these attacks? 
[Wante] What has happened [is that] our men have been 


under attack for the past two weeks, and some of our 
men were captured and the guys continue to attack our 


positions. 
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{White} How many men have been captured” 
[Wante] Forty. 

(White) And where are they being held? 
{[Wante] They are held in Sinoe. 


{White} And is any effort being made to get them 
released? 


{[Wante] Yes. Our leader, Mr. Taylor, who is the vice 
chairman of the Council of State, has spoken to Dr. 
Boley to have the men released, and he promised over 
two months now [but] they have not been released. 


[White] So, they have been held for someume” 
{[Wante] Yes. 


[White] Now, what about NPFL forces? Have they been 
attacking the LPC back? 


[Wante}] Yes. When you are attacked, militarily you 
have to defend yourself so that you cannot be overrun. 


[White] Now, why is Mr. Taylor not making a fuss 
about this fighting? Why is it you that’s calling us? 


[Wante} The reason Mr. Taylor is not talking is because 
he is on the Council of State as vice chairman of 
the Council of State seeking for peace, and we of 
the military win? [are] supposed to be talking, more 
especially in my position as a senior founding member 
of the NPFL, [are] supposed to speak out to the Liberian 
people and the world on this thing. 


[White] Have you asked Mr. Taylor's permission to 
speak out on this? 


[Wante] Well, I don't have to ask Mr. Taylor for 
permission to speak out to the world. We mandate Mr. 
Taylor to do things. He does not mandate us to do it. 


[White] It sounds as though there is a split between you 
and Mr. Taylor. 


{[Wante] No, there is no split between my leader and 
myself. | mean, I get straight orders from him, but when 
we are attacked and he is seeking for peace in Monrovia, 
and we are here, we are supposed to defend ourselves. 
{end recording] 


Liberia: Correspondent Views Renewed Fighting in 
Southeast 


AB0902141796 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 9 Dec 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Ben 
Dotsei Malor] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Once again the southeastern 
part of Liberia is on the boil because of renewed fighting 
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between forces belonging to Charles Taylor's National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL] and those of George 
Boley’s Liberian Peace Council (LPC). Both leaders 
Currently sit on the ruling Council of State in the capital, 
Monrovia. The BBC West Africa correspondent, David 
Bamford, has been monitoring the situation. On the line 
to Abidjan, I asked him why there had been an upsurge 
in the fighting: 

(Begin recording) (Bamford) The unrest involving the 
Liberian Peace Council and the National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia in various parts of southeastern Liberia has 
been building up for some time. We have been hearing 
that both sides have been rearming, in particular, the 
NPFL. There is a certain General Blah, who operates 
from a motorboat just on the Ivory Coast-Liberia border, 
and he has been in charge of rearming the NPFL. And, 
although, major fighting has not broken out as far as we 
know, the NPFL has been concerned that the Liberian 
Peace Council wants to dislodge them from the towns 
they still control in southeast Liberia, in particular, 
Grand Cess, which is close to Sasstown, which the 
Liberian Peace Council recently occupied. 


{Malor) I mean, is this just a matter of holding on to 
a town or are there some mineral resources or other 
economic, you know, means of gaining income that they 
are trying to gain? 


[Bamford] I don’t think there is anything economically 
viable left in that part of the country, in southeastern 
Liberia, at all. Everything that can be looted has 
been looted, but the situation is very complicated in 
southeastern Liberia, because you are not just dealing 
with the NPFL and the Liberian Peace Council. There 
are several very localized militias also involved in the 
fighting. It is very territorial, different NPFL groups in 
different parts of Grand Gedeh County and Maryland 
fighting against different LPC groups. Indeed, we are 
also getting reports of disagreements between different 
NPFL factions. 


(Malor) Isn't it interesting that Mr. Boley, who is leader 
of the LPC, and Mr. Taylor, leader of the NPFL, are 
both sitting on the councii —— the executive council — in 
Morrovia whiles their people on the ground, the soldiers 
on the ground, are out doing the fighting? 


{Bamford} Indeed, and I met both Mr. Boley and Mr. 
Taylor in Monrovia just a few weeks ago, and the way 
they tell the story all is sweetness and light, everything 
is settled down, and they are cooperating very well 
together on the council. But, as you say, on the ground, 
the situation is somewhat difficult. It is hard to know 
to what extent they are not in control of the situation, 
but some of the NPFL people I have spoken to, for 
instance, suggest that the LPC, far from being out of 
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control, is being directly coordinated by George Boley 
in Monrovia, despite the fact he is now a member of the 
Council of State. It is very difficult to determine what 
is the truth of the situation. [end recording) 


Mali 


Mali: ‘Cease-Fire’ Between Government, Tuaregs 
Appears Unstable 


AB0702171396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 7 Feb 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The fragile peace settlement 
and cease-fire between the Mali Government and Tuareg 
rebels is under threat already. During the years of 
conflict in the north and east of the country, black 
militias known as the Gandakoy, armed and supported 
by the government supposedly to protect settlements 
against marauding Tuaregs, frequently went on their 
own offensives. Well, now a Gandakoy miliua has 
launched a violent protest in the eastern town of 
Gao, apparently over the treatment being meted out to 
a Gandakoy leader. From Bamako, Banco Tamboura 
telexed this report: 


Militants of the Gandakoy Patriotic Movement violently 
took over the residence of the local governor who 1s 
the main representative and symbol of the state in Gao. 
The building's occupants were forced to flee when the 
militants set fire to it. The militants then proceeded to 
burn all the vehicles parked in the courtyard. Deputies 
found on the premises were stoned and one was injured. 
The local Tuareg and Arab population, known here as 
the whites, left the town in fear. No official figures have 
been given for dead or injured. The authorities have not 
even acknowledged that yesterday's events took place 
because they are afraid that they may be copied in other 
towns. 


The reason for the flare-up in Gao is the reported arrest 
in Niger and the deportation to Mali of Lieutenant 
Amadou Diallo, operations chief of the military branch 
of the Gandakoy Patriotic Movement. Lt. Diallo is 
wanted by the Mali authorities on suspicion of having 
killed two whites two months ago in spite of the cease- 
fire in the north. 


Yesterday, supporters of Gandakoy in Gao heard by 
word of mouth that the lieutenant was being escorted 
through Gao on his way from Niger to Bamako. 
The militants marched on the governor's residence to 
demand Lt. Diallo’s release. They feel that Tuaregs, who 
have committed more odious crimes, have been let off. 
What happened yesterday in Gao was a breakdown of 
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the precarious equilibrium between the black and white 
communities, but it is precisely on that equilibrium that 
the peace in northern Mali depends. 


Mali: Army Chief Tours Encampment Sites To 
Assess Situation 


AB0502115896 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 5 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Lieutenant Colonel Fadjo Gas- 
sama, Army chief of staff, as well as private and state 
media correspondents paid a visit to encampment sites 
near Gao last week. They went to obtain firsthand in- 
formation on the situation at the sites. Our special cor- 


respondent, Seydou Guindo, reports from Gao: 


(Begin recording) [Guindou} At the (?Bourem) site, 
there are 546 combatants, 467 weapons, and 7,905 
rounds of ammunition. The Kidal site has 670 combat- 
ants, 601 weapons, and 2,823 rounds of ammunition, 
while Menaka has 552 combatants and 481 weapons. 
Those are the results of the encampment process in 
the three sites visited. How do combatants arrive at en- 
campment sites? Lieutenant Alkaya Toure, head of the 
Menaka encampment site, gave the following reply: 


{Toure} Combatants are sent here to the Menaka site by 
the [word indistinct] representatives. When they arrive, 
we meet them at the entrance and disarm them. We 
explain to them that they are under our control and that 
we are responsible for their safety. Initially, there is a 
certain amount of fear and distrust on their part. Our role 
is thus to establish confidence between us. This is done 
within a day or two after they have seen the security 
measures and equipment we have put in place. The rest 
of the work then goes ahead without much difficulty. 


{Guindou] Difficulties facing combatants at encamp- 
ment sites include a lack of water, adequate infrastruc- 
ture, and delays in salary payment. The latter was partly 
solved with the visit of Lt. Col. Fadjo Gassama. Had the 
conditions been truly met for the encampment of com- 
batants? Why are there no tents in the three sites visited 
as is the case in Lere? Lt. Col. Gassama gives the rea- 
sons for that. 


{Gassama] The tent problem was a crucial factor in 
the encampment process. Prior to the start of the 
encampment process, we initially placed an order with 
France for tents. The combatants began arriving and the 
orders arrived, but they contained old tents and blankets 
instead. We were therefore forced to return the order. 
The Army Forces minister sent the administrative and 
financial director and director of police to France to buy 
new tents. A large number of the tents have arrived. The 
first batch, which arrived by air, has been installed in 
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Lere. The second batch will be sent by sea but it has 
not arrived yet. 


{Guindou] It is reassuring and impressive to see the high 
level of discipline and cohesion among combatants from 
the various movements, particularly their determination 
to make peace with one another. Here, it does not matter 
whether combatants belong to the Popular Movement 
of the Azaouad, the MPGK [expansion unknown], the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of the Azaouad, the 
Islamic Arab Front of the Azaouad, or the Revoluuionary 
Army for the Liberation of Azaouad. They all behave 
like brothers. They have replaced weapons with laughter 
and smiles, to the great pleasure of the entire Malian 
nation. 


At the encampment sites, the integration process 1s 
proceeding normally. At the Menaka camp for instance, 
MCA [expansion unknown] combatants who have been 
declared fit for service following a physical examination 
are already on their way to Banankoro, where they 
will undergo clinical tests before being definitively 
integrated into the Army. The Army chief of staff also 
met private soldiers, with whom he discussed their 
problems, as well as strengthening peace and security 
in the north of the country. [end recording] 


Mali: President Konare Meets Niger Delegation, 
Discusses Coup 


AB0602142896 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 2030 GMT 5 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Translated Excerpt] A Niger delegation, com- 
prising five officers and five civilians, met the head 
of state this afternoon. President Alpha Oumar Konare 
received the delegation at Koulouba in the presence 
of Prime Minister Ibrahim Boubacar Keita and Dion- 
counda Traore, minister of state for foreign affairs. The 
Niger delegation explained to the head of state why the 
military took power in Niger. Details with -orrespon- 
dent Sory Ibrahima Keita: 


[Keita] This is part of the sensitization and informa- 
tion campaign on the military . “up which toppled Niger 
President Ousmane. [passage omitted] The talks be- 
tween the military, who perpetrated the coup d‘etat in 
Niger, and President Alpha Konare, who condemned it, 
lasted 90 minutes. [passage omitted] 


Later, the Niger delegation met with Niger citizens 
living in Mali at the Hotel de |'Amitie in Bamako. 
They discussed social, economic, financial, and political 
issues. [passage omitted] 
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Niger 


Niger: Toubou Rebel Group Says 15 Dead in 
Clashes With Army 


ABO0802131596 Paris AFP in French 
1217 GMT 8 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Abidjan, 8 Feb (AFP) — 
Fighting taking place in the Lake Chad area since 3 
January between the Niger Army and the Toubou rebel 
group has left 15 people dead, a representative of the 
Democratic Revival Front [DR] told AFP today. 


According to Mr. Issa Lamine, external relations officer 
of the Toubou separatist movement, 12 soldiers and 3 
FDR fighters were killed in fighting involving heavy 
weapons, which is taking place in the Bosso area, 
1,150 km east of Niamey. In a telephone conversation 
with AFP, the FDR representative said that the soldiers 
withdrew last night to Bosso, and that his movement 
intends to continue “the offensive.” He indicated that 
his fighters are only 6 km from the town. 


The FDR accuses the Army of attacking its positions in 
this area. As a reprisal, the Front launched an attack on 
6 February against the Dirkou military camp, 1,300 km 
northeast of Niamey, Mr. Lamine said. 


According to the Niger Defense Ministry, 12 people, in- 
cluding 11 rebels, died in the Dirkou clashes. The FDR, 
on its part, stated that 30 soldiers and four rebels were 
killed in Dirkou. There has been no reaction from offi- 
cial sources in Niamey since the FDR's announcement 
of fresh fighting in the Lake Chad region. 


These clashes come 10 days after the military 27 
January coup d'etat which ioppled President Mahamane 
Ousmane and brought into power a junta chaired by 
Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara, the former Army 
chief of staff. 


In his first statements, the new strongman of ‘he country 
pledged to speed up the peace process under way since 
an agreement was signed in April 1995 between the 
government and the Touareg rebellion. In the days 
following the coup d'etat, the two central organs of 
the former rebellion, including the Coordination of 
the Armed Resistance, to which the FDR belongs, 
welcomed he takeover by the Army, and agreed to 
continue negotiations with the new regime. 


The FDR, which was formed in 1994 by Toubou, Arab, 
and Kanouri youths, are demanding an independent 
status for two regions in the east of the country, Kawar 
and Manga, and have for several months now been 
asking to be included in peace negotiations between the 
various fronts of the Tuareg rebel movement and the 
government. 
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Niger: Military Authorities Restricting Ousmane’s 
Movement 


AB0802142296 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Niger’s new authorities have 
a yeoman’s task. Not only do they have to ensure 
security in the country to avoid attacks — similar to 
the one perpetrated on 6 February which claimed 34 
deaths in northwestern Niger — they also have to 
convince European countries and some internaiional 
Organizations to rescind their decision to suspend their 
cooperation with Niger on the heels of the coup which 
overthrew Mahamane Ousmane. 


According to latest reports, Mahamane Ousmane is not 
allowed free movement. This is what Henri Ibrahim, 
deputy secretary general of Mahamane Ousmane’s 
dissolved Democratic and Social Convention-Rahama 
party, confirmed to Jean-Claude Medome: 


[Begin recording] [Ibrahim] | confirm that President 
Mahamane Ousmane is not free to move about. The 
proof is that, since this morning, only 10 persons have 
been authorized to visit him. Any meeting is held in the 
presence of an officer and the duration does not exceed 
15 minutes. You will realize that under these conditions 
one cannot talk of liberty. 


[Medome}] However, it is surprising that the new mili- 
tary authorities keep such close watch over Mahamane 
Ousmane, because he has already condemned the mea- 
sures taken by the international Community against 
Niger. 


{Ibrahim}] Mahmane Ousmane has indeed condemned 
the measures, but this must be understood from a 
humanitanan viewpoint. When one considers that there 
is a cholera epidemic in Tillabery and famine is causing 
havoc in Diffa, Tahoua, Maradi, and Zinder, people 
must understand that the country’s first democratically 
elected president cannot oppose aid for his people. He 
condemned the measures within a purely humanitarian 
context. [end recording] 


Niger: Government Launches Fu d-Raising 
Operation To Back Economy 


AB0702080396 Paris AFP in French 
1946 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text) Niamey, 6 Feb (AFP) — The 
Niger Government announced on radio today that it 
has launched a huge fund-raising operation to “support 
national recovery efforts.” According to the finance 
minister, the money raised will be used to purchase 
food and medical supplies to counter the threat of 
famine in the eastern and northern parts of the country, 
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and to curb the cholera epidemic which has already 
claimed 25 lives. The action was requested by the 200 
participants at the 2 February preparatory meeting on 
the “democratic renewal” forum held at the initiative of 
the military regime. 

The money will also be used to fund future general 
elections to be held by the military regime, the same 
source added. The date for the elections will be set later. 


Nigerois, expatriates, state and foreign enterprises wish- 
ing to contribute to the operation are requested to hand 
in their contribution to the National Treasury. Since the 
coup d'etat which overthrew President Mahamane Ous- 
mane, Nigerois have been urged to make “inevitable 
sacrifices” to counter the difficulties induced by the sus- 
pension of foreign aid. 


France, Germany, the United States, Canada, Denmark, 
and the European Union have suspended their assistance 
to Niger to force the military regime to restore consti- 
tutional rule. 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Radio Says UK, U.S. Sponsoring Nigerian 
Opposition 

ABO0802215696 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 8 Feb 96 


{Commentary by Abdulkarim al-Bashir] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} Serious-minded Nigerians 
have been drawing attention to the point that the 
campaigns for democracy, human rights, anc against 
terrorism were transparently dubious, glaringly dishon- 
est, and selfishly designed for the promotion o! the 
globalist interest of Anglo-American establishments. 
The poini as been made very sufficiently that these 
issues were being discreetly used as a wool to cover 
the ugly face of the plan to undermine the concept of 
sovereignty. The idea of those virtues remains at the 
level of using them to achieve their deadly designs. A 
few examples are needed to drive home the point. 


The Anglo-American establishment recently got the UN 
Security Council, a body formally under their exclusive 
control, to pass a resolution condemning the Sudan 
for allegedly promoting terrorism, and demand that 
she hands over to Egypt or Ethiopia three persons 
behind the attack on President Mubarak last year. 
To demonstrate their total objection of terrorism, the 
Anglo-Americans imposed sanctions against Libya for 
allegedly sponsoring terrorists around the globe. In a 
brutal and primitive display of force very typical of 
the Americans, they massively bombed Libya, all in 
the name of fighting terrorism. There was an influential 
Egyptian community leader who helped the American 
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courts in Afghanistan. The poor blind man, for all 
the support he gave the Americans, is now in jail for 
life in the United States for alleged involvement in 
the bombing of the Civic Center in New York. On 
her part, Britain has been fighting the so-called IRA 
terrorists who have been devastating some buildings 
through bomb blasts. 


From this brief, it is easy, at least for the uninformed, 
to conceive that they have indeed been demonstraung 
resolve to fight terrorism, but the truth is the contrary 
as related to the Nigerian case. While they are claim- 
ing to be fighting terrorists around the globe, they are 
known to be the main sponsors and financiers of Nige- 
rian terrorists living in London and Washington, who 
openly claim that they were responsible tor the plane 
crash and bomb blast in Kano and Kaduna respectively. 
The Americans took quick steps to extradite an Egypuan 
who they eventually jailed for life. The same Americans 
are harboring and dining with Nigerian terrorists. In- 
deed, recent reports indicate that about 1.6 billion naira 
has been set aside by the United States for terrorist ac- 
tivities in Nigeria under the pretext of funding democ- 
racy and human rights, while the real intention is to use 
terrorism to weaken and then balkanize the country. 


As part of the financiers of terrorism, the United States 
is worse of a terrorist state than those she has been 
accusing. It is no less so with Britain who are behaving 
in like manner as the Americans in their relationships 
with Nigerian terrorists. While London deported a Saudi 
human rights activist and crusader for democracy on 
grounds of his action being against the interests of the 
Saudis, the same London is harboring criminal terrorists 
of Nigeria who have admitted to causing [the] air crash 
and the bombing of public places. By so harboring 
them, Britain too could rightly be described as a terrorist 
country and sponsoring terrorism. 


Both America and Britain as sponsors of terrorism in 
Nigeria have no moral authority to sit in judgment at 
the Security Council over Sudan or any other country 
for that matter. The point here, however, is that they 
have no true attacliment to the call they pretend to be 
defending, except inasmuch as doing so will advance 
their interests. So if terrorism would achieve their goal 
of weakening and balkanizing Nigeria so be it. Such ts 
the deceit and the hypocrisy in the propaganda. It is the 
shame of Anglo-America. 
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Nigeria: Radio Urges Tougher Military Stance 
Against Cameroon 

AB0902121396 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 

in English 1800 GMT 8 Feb 96 


{Commentary by Ejorobia Gomo] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text) Observers of international 
disputes and diplomacy are of the view that Nigeria 
has a very good chance against Cameroon in the 
ongoing case at the world court over Bakassi. Many 
are, however, of the impression that Nigeria needs to 
review its response to the Cameroonian complaint in 
the current tussle. Reports indicate that the minister of 
justice and attorney general of the Federation has raised 
some objections at the world court to Cameroon's claim 
to the disputed peninsula. 


In line with its foreign policy posture, the government 
believes that it is the duty of the parties in dispute to set- 
tle their differences by means of bilateral (machinery) 
or through dialogue. But, what happens when existing 
bilateral talks have proved incapable? Maybe it is the 
good chance that Cameroon perceives Nigeria has over 
her in terms of diplomacy that drove her to once again 
resort to violence, provocation, and gross violation of 
any known norms for peaceful resolution of disputes. 


It is indeed worrisome that over the weekend, Cameroo- 
nian gendarmes opened fire on the Nigerian troops sta- 
tioned around the B’ kassi Peninsula. That the Cameroo- 
nian gendarmes are hungry for (?fish) does not hold any 
reason for them to resort to violence. After all, the Nige- 
rian troops are there to defend the territory and, above 
all, protect the lives and property of Nigerians who had 
been facing terror, dehumanization, abuse of their rights, 
and often times, [word indistinct] annexing their lands. 


The results of the latest cowardly attack on Nigeria has 
resulted into killing of some Nigerians and the maiming 
of others. [sentence as heard] Reports say many of the 
injured are now in hospitals. It is quite commendable 
that the Federal Government realizes the plight of the 
Nigerians living in this area. One wonders what would 
have happened if the troops were not there to check 
these excesses. A trend whereby many Nigerians are 
now on the run to nearby local governments in Cross 
River State must not be allowed to continue. This is time 
to force the country’s [word indistinct) and authority 
over the area. Cameroon and her mentors must watch 
their actions. It is equally noteworthy that the Cross 
River State administrator has undertaken to offset the 
hospital bills of those Nigerians who are suffering for 
no fault of theirs. 


One pertinent question that needs to be asked here is 
whether Cameroon can actually contain the superior 
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fireworks of Nigerian soldiers if there weie to be war. 
Nigeria has tolerated enough from this smaller fellow 
African state. One needs not doubt the fact that in 
spite of the persistent political problems the country is 
passing through, which have also affected its economy, 
no power in the whole of the black race can compete 
with Nigeria. This, of course, calls for serious sober 
reflection. 


A country that aspires to be the leader must sacrifice 
a lot, no doubt, but it is unfortunate that most of these 
countries do not appreciate the role Nigeria has been 
playing for the growth and respect of Africa. Countries 
like Eritrea, Liberia, Mozambique, Angola, Rwanda, 
Somaia, and many others including Cameroon and 
South Africa have received unquantifiable assistance 
from Nigeria at one time or another. As the country 
is passing (through) this trial period, most of these 
countries must realize that it does not end necessarily 
at occasional callings of no sanction against Nigeria 
{words indistinct] in what they believed in. 


Otherwise, the impression going round is that it is high 
lime Nigeria shifted from her foreign policy, which 
has Africa as the centerpiece, and deal with issues 
as they arise. For instance, most of the countries that 
participated in the recently concluded Nations Cup in 
South Africa should have taken the way of Nigeria 
to show solidarity since they are countries that have 
benefited in one way or another from Nigeria. Be that as 
it were, Nigeria signed the United Nations Charter and 
became the 99th member of the UN in 1960. Since then, 
three prominent Nigerian jurists have served as judges at 
the International Court of Justice. To this end, it places 
her on vantage position to rely on this experience in the 
Struggle over Bakassi with Cameroon. 


The fact must be pointed out that it is a gross violation 
and contempt to the world court that while a case is 
pending before it, Cameroon was busy launching an 
attack against Nigeria. There is also the need to (?jo1n) 
the Chad Basia Authority since it has the authority and 
right to investigate and comment on border disputes. 


The gladdening thing about all this issue is the fact 
that the present government, headed by General Sani 
Abacha, does not believe in rhetorics but actions. One 
hopes that the determination of the Federal Government 
to protect the lives and property of Nigerians living 
around the Bakassi Peninsula will be intensified. Per- 
haps, this is the time Nigeria should assert its authority 
and full control of the Bakassi Peninsula. It does really 
appear too that time is ripe for some lessons to be taught 
to the Cameroonians in spite of who pays the piper for 
them. Historical precedents show that the area in dis- 
pute is part anc parcel of Nigeria. 
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This is why it seems pertinent that while the country 
maintains its stance on diplomacy and maybe continues 
to pursue the case at The Hague, she should not relent in 
the defense mechanisms of her citizens there. Possibly, 
more troops and sophisticated machine guns may be 
sent to reinforce the arsenal and troops already in place 
around the troubled area. Maybe, the International Court 
of Justice will determine how and when to withdraw 
the troops. With the counterattack (?from) Nigeria and 
its soldiers and its consequences, Cameroon must now 
know that Nigeria has all it takes to prosecute an 
international war. 


Nigeria: Beninese Gendarmes Said Making 
Incursions Into Kebbi State 


AB0702181596 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 7 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The Kebbi State government 
has expressed concern over the illegal incursion of 
the Beninois gendarmes into Nigerian territory through 
Bagudu local government area of the state. During a 
surprise visit to the affected area, the administrator, 
Colonel Salihu Tunde Bello, ordered the imuuediate 
closure of illegal border posts mounted by the Beninois 
authorities. 

Col. Tunde Bello also ordered the immediate withdrawal 
of gendarmes and other security agents from the Nige- 
rian territory and warned that the Nigerian Government 
would not tolerate unnecessary aggression form for- 
eign nations. He warned that the present administra- 
tion would not relent in its efforts toward protecting the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the country. He, 
however, blamed the Bagudu local government chair- 
man and the district head of (Kawuji) for their laxity in 
handling the situation. 


Nigeria: Territorial Official Gives Reception for 
Louis Farrakhan 


ABO702184596 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 7 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nation of Islam in the 
United States has promised to fully mobilize the Amer- 
ican public opinion in support of the transition to civil 
rule program. The leader of the delegation of the group 
on a visit to Nigeria, Mr. Louis Farrakhan, made the 
promise yesterday in Abuja al a reception organized in 
his honor by the minister of the Federal Capital Terri- 
tory, Lieutenant General Jeremiah Useni. 


Mr. Farrakhan stressed that the greatest threat to Nige- 
ria’s survival was negative propaganda through the ma- 
nipulation of the country's diversity. He warned Nige- 
riams against accepting the deliberate falsehood by the 
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Western press against Nigeria at this period of the coun- 
try’s development. 


Earlier, Gen. Useni had called on the international 
community to show more understanding of the peculiar 
nature of the Nigerian political process. He asked 
the community to assist the country to move forward 
through constructive criticisms and advice instead of 
supporting the actions of aggrieved Nigerians. Gen. 
Useni restated the determination of the military to return 
the country to democratic rule in 1998, 


Nigeria: Movement Claims Responsibility for 
Attack on GUARDIAN Boss 


AB0802171396 Paris AFP in French 
1554 GMT 8 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Lagos, 8 Feb (AFP) — The Rev- 
Olutionary Movement for the Defense of Hausa-Fulbe 
Interests [REMFHI], a hitherto unknown organization, 
today in Lagos claimed responsibility for the attack on 
Alex Ibru, THE GUARDIAN media group chairman. 
This is the first time in Nigeria that an organization has 
openly laid claim to its ethnic origins to justify political 
acts of assassinations, observers in Lagos noted. 


Mr. [bru, who sustained serious injuries when he was hit 
in Lagos last week by unknown gunmen, was a former 
interior minister. He was flown to the UK on 4 February 
for medical treatment. 


In a faxed statement to an international news agency 
in Lagos, the REMFHI claimed **@ attack was carried 
out because the THE GUARDIAN media group and 
the southwestern Nigerian media in general have em- 
barked on a "violent and irresponsible attack against 
predestined leaders of the Nigerian nation, the Hausa- 
Fulbes." The REMHFI said it “supports the transition- 
to-civil rule program initiated by General Abacha, who 
has been chosen by Allah to govern Nigeria,” and “to- 
tally opposes the wild ambiuons of the Yoruba people 
to govern Nigeria.” 


There are three major ethnic groups in Nigeria — 
the Hausa-Fulbes in the north, the Yorubas in the 
southwest and the Ibos in the east. Since the country’s 
independence in 1960, the north of the country with 
a large Muslim population has been th: traditional 
stronghold of military and civilian regimes. 


THE GUARDIAN newspaper, the flagbez.c’ >f the 
GUARDIAN media group, was impounded in August 
1994 by the military regime for state security re «sons. 
The ban was lifted in July 1995. The newspape: had 
been one of the staunch advocates of the 12 June 1993 
presidential election which was canceled by the military, 
but which Moshood Abiola, the Muslim billionaire 
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claims to have won. Chief Abiola was arrested in June 
1994 and charged with high treason for proclaiming 
himself president on the basis of the poll. 


"We want to warn all those irresponsible Yorubas from 
the southwest and their agents such as Alfred Rewane 
that we will continue to shed blood and to fight with 
violence to preserve the dignity of the Hausa-Fulbes,” 
the REMHFI communique added. Chief Rewane, 79, a 
wealthy businessman known as one of the financiers 
of the National Democratic Coalition, a nationwide 
opposition platform, was shot dead in Lagos on 7 
October 1995. In early January, the investigation into 
his assassination resulted in the arrest of seven people 
but the police ruled out political motives. 


In regard to the attack on Mr. Ibru, the Nigerian media 
claim that the police favor a common law motive. 


Meanwhile, police and military presence has been 
reinforced at Nigeria’s main airports and ports following 
the 17 January plane crash in which 14 people, including 
one of Gen. Abacha’s sons, died and the two suspicious 
explosions that occurred in Kaduna and Kano, northern 
Nigeria, on 18 and 19 January, in which one person was 
killed and another wounded. 


Another organization that was hitherto unknown, the 
pro-democratic United Front for the Liberation of Nige- 
ria, has claimed responsibility for the destrucuon of the 
Nigerian presidential aircraft. No groups have claimed 
responsibility for the explosions that occurred in Kaduna 
and Kano. 


Nigeria: NECON Chairman Holds Maiden Meeting 
With Secretaries 


ABO802 185596 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 8 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of NECON [Na- 
tional Electoral Commission of Nigeria], Chief Sumner 
Dagogo-Jack, today held his maiden meeting with ad- 
ministrative secretaries of the commission in Abuja. Ad- 
dressing the opening session, Chief Dagogo-Jack asked 
them to exhibit honesty, integrity, and impartiality in 
the discharge of their duties. Ernest Ikejika reports: 


[Begin Ikejika recording} Chief Dagogo-Jack said now 
that formal electoral activities have begun in earnest, the 
local government election was critical to the stability of 
an enduring democracy .n the country. He reminded 
them that the local government election on nonparty 
basis was a clear test of the new commission's ability 
and preparedness to conduct successful elections in the 


country. 
The chairman announced that the commission was 
determined to execute all the phases of the transiuon 
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program successfully, stressing that this could only 
be achieved with their full cooperauon and unalloyed 
support. Chief Dagogo-Jack told the secretaries to make 
prudence in the management of resources and strict 
accountability their guiding principles, and to avoid 
any activities capable of tarnishing the image of the 
commission. The NECON chairman cautioned against 
electoral malpractices which, according to him, had 
in the past violated conscious efforts at enthroning 
enduring electoral values in the country. 


Earlier, in a speech, the director general of NECON, 
Alhaji Mohammed Ali, said the meeting was a welcome 
development as it would provide a good forum for closer 
interaction with the chairman and members of the new 
commission. The director general recalled that they had 
conducted series of successful elections in the past, and 
enjoined them to exhibit the same zeal and degree of 
commitment to the local government elections as well 
as other elections of the transition to civil rule program. 
[end recording] 


Nigeria: NECON Creates 7 Electoral Supervision 
Zones 


AB0802172196 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 8 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) The country has been zoned 
into seven by the National Electoral Commission of 
Nigeria, NECON, for effective supervision of electoral 
activities. Under the arrangement, seven national com- 
missioners have been designated to take charge of the 
zones. Professor Saidu Bubakar takes care of Bornu, 
Yobe, Adamawa, and Taraba States. Alhaji Ado Barom 
is (?responsible for) Jigawa, Katsina, Sokoto, and Kebbi 
States. Chief Abu Ebunu will supervise Kwara, Kogi, 
Benue, and Niger States, while Chief (A.O. Anjoin) is 
to oversee Lagos, Oyo, Ogun, Oshun, and Ondo States. 
Chief Saila Akilo takes care of Enugu, Abia, Imo, and 
Anambra States, while Chief P.F. Abeke is for Edo, 
Delta, Rivers, Cross River, and Akwa Ibom States. Am- 
bassador Mahmud Yahaya is to oversee Bauchi, Plateau, 
and Kaduna States as well as the Federal Capital Ter- 
ritory, Abuja. A statement by NECON says the zoning 
is with immediate effect. 


Nigeria: National Council of State Meeting in 
Progress 


ABO802 164296 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 8 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} A meeting of the National 
Council of State is in progress with the head of state, 
General Sani Abacha, presiding. All the state admin- 
istrators are attending. The meeting 1s considering the 
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recommendations which the Federal Executive Coun- 
cil made on the (words indistinct). (Passage indistinct) 
before the commencement of the meeting, the chairman 
of the National Electoral Commission Nigeria, NECON, 
and the chairman of the committee on the situation of 
states, local governments, and boundary adjustments, 
Chief Arthur Mbalegun, were invited to brief the meet- 
ing on the progress of their assignments. Chief Dagogo 
Jack spoke of the arrangements made for the local gov- 
ernment elections and areas of cooperation expected 
from state governments. 


a? OE ee Oe ae 


AB0802222796 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 8 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The National Council of State 
met today in Abuja to consider the draft of the 1996 
budget. State House correspondent, Chris Mbu, has the 
details: 


(Begin recording] [Mbu] Today s meeting of the Coun- 
cil of State has come after yesterday's meeting of the 
Federal Executive Council which also considered pro- 
posals for the expected budget. The Council of State's 
meeting today lasted for six hours. How did the meeting 
go? Imo State Military State Administrator Navy Cap- 
tain James Aneke tells it: 


{[Aneke] Well, the National Council of State has con- 
sidered the proposals presented by te Federal Execu- 
tive Council and they were pushed over.... [pauses] We 
moved over most of the consideration: to the PRC [Pro- 
visional Ruling Council] for a meeting on Monday next 
week (12 February] for the final decisions. 


(Mbu] In addition to the head of state and the chief of 
general staff, other members of the National Council 
of State are the service chiefs, the defense minister, 
the minister of the Federal Capital Territory, and state 
military administrators. 


Also today in the Council Chamber, venue of the Coun- 
cil of State's meeting, the chairman of the committee on 
State creation, local government, and boundary adjust- 
ment, Chief (Arthur Mbanefo), and Chief Dagogo-Jack, 
chairman of the National Electoral Commission of Nige- 
ria, NECON, addressed the state military administrators 
on the program of action of their various organizations. 


Both chairmen solicited the cooperation and assistance 
of the military administrators for a successful execution 
of their program. The committee on state creation begins 
a 65-day nationwide tour to meet with groups and 
individuals who have submitted memoranda to them. 
NECON, on the other hand, released its program for 
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conducting the zero party local government election 
coming up next month just yesterday. [end recording) 


Nigeria: States To Receive Limited Powers From 
Federal Government 


AB0802224096 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 8 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the committee 
for the devolution of power between the federal, state, 
and local governments, Alhaji Abderaman Okini, says 
that states will not be given too much power to make 
them susceptible to temptation. The chairman was 
speaking at his maiden news conference in Abuja today. 
Correspondent Garba Abubakar reports: 


(Begin recording} [Abubakar] Alhaji Abderaman Okini 
said the general view is that virtually all power has 
tended to reside with the Federal Government, a sit- 
uation which has intensified the struggle for political 
power at the center. He said much as there exists the 
need for the other two tiers of government to take over 
some of the responsibilities of the Federal Government 
in the interest of a balanced federation, such cannot be 
done at the expense of the corporate existence of the 
nation. 


{Okini] Our exercise will not tend to make states so 
powerful that they think they can secede. That is where 
the power of the Federal Government lies: To ensure 
unity, to ensure real federal character, to ensure stability, 
and to ensure fair deal. 


[Abubakar] The chairman of the powersharing commit 

tee said the committee is seriously looking into sugges- 
tions that federal ministries with grass roots orientation 
like agriculture, health, education, and culture should 
Operate either at the state or local government level. 


{Okini] Some people have therefore argued that the 
Federal Government should deal only with the research 
and policy and allow the states to deal with issues 
relating to food production and acquisition of farm 
inputs. The same argument has been advanced in favor 
of education and health. 


{Abubakar} Earlier, the chairman had called for a 
minute's silence in honor of Alhaji Balarabe Ismaili, 
a member of the committee who died this year. [end 
recording] 
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Senegal 
Senegal: President Diouf Receives New Niger 
Regime Delegation 


AB0502104096 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
0730 GMT 5 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Summary} In Dakar yesterday, Sene- 
galese President Abdou Diouf received a delegation 
of the new Niger regime, led by Colonel Noubou 
Bako. "The delegation would like countries like Sene- 
gal, which are inclined toward calming people down, to 
help Niger explain the true situation in their country to 
those condemning them." 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: Army Expresses Concern Over 
Cease-Fire Violation Reports 


AB0802224796 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2200 GMT 8 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The Directorate of Defense In- 
formation, Defense Headquarters, has expressed con- 
cern over the [word indistinct) newspaper reports and 
other civilian sources that recent actions in violation of 
the cease-fire were done by some members of the Armed 
Forces of Sierra Leone. 


In a press release issued today, the Armed Forces [words 
indistinct] committed to ending the war and called for 
the cooperation of all members of the public to enhance 
this (word indistinct]. 


(Words indistinct} chairman and head of state, Brigadier 
General Julius Maada Bio, [words indistinct] to the end 
of the war. [Words indistinct] all the Armed Forces 
to [word indistinct] civilians [words indistinct] are all 
committed to ending the war as soon as possible. 
The release asked all journalists and all concerned to 
crosscheck their stories before they are disseminated 
to avoid misconceptions or distortions, and appealed to 
journalists to continue to be partners in development, 
and use their profession to expose the atrocities and 
deceptions that [words indistinct). 


Sterra Leone: Chiefs Urge Government To 
Dialogue With Rebels 


AB0602180296 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 5 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Paramount chiefs in the 
Eastern Region have called on the Revolutionary United 
Front, RUF, to extend the recent one-week cease-fire 
beyond the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. Presenting 
a seven-point resolution at a mass rally to welcome the 
chairman of the NPRC [National Provisional Ruling 
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Council] and head of state, Brigadier General Julius 
Maada Bio, to Kenema, the chiefs urged the government 
to secure peace with the RUF within the shortest 
possible time before elections are held. 


They also appealed to the government to undertake the 
repatriation of all refugees in Guinea and Liberia to 
ensure their full participation in the democratization 
process. The resolution, which was read by Paramount 
Chief A.A. Dasama of Dama Chiefdom, Kenema Dis- 
trict, urged the government to involve natural rulers, all 
groups and parties, religious bodies, women, and youth 
organizations in any dialogue with the RUF. The re- 
ligious leaders in Kenema also resolved that peace is 
absolutely necessary within the shortest possible time 
before the holding of the elections. 


The resolution, signed by the chairman of the Kenema 
Council of Churches, the chief imam, and the Roman 
Catholic executive, declared that peace must be the 
prerequisite for the holding of the elections. There 
can be no free and fair elections in an atmosphere of 
violence, fear, mistrust, and insecurity, the resolution 
said. 


According to the resolution, with the absence of peace 
there would be no interest or enthusiasm for the holding 
of elections as villages and towns have been vandalized, 
people brutalized or killed, and horrific mutilations com- 
mitted. The resolution noted that prospective candidates 
are enjoying the [words indistinct] and have not expe- 
rienced displacement refugee status, starvation, loss of 
loved ones, family break up, and the horror of being 
road- ambushed. 


In his address to the [words indistinct] the NPRC chair- 
man and head of state, Brig. Gen. Julius Maada Bio, said 
he was prepared already to meet the RUF leader, Cor- 
poral Foday Sankoh, at any time, anywhere, and with- 
out any pieconditions only to reach an agreement and 
channel peace. We are ready to forgive the RUF and 
embrace them as our brothers and sisters, Brig. Gen. 
Bio said. He urged the RUF to stop the war and [words 
indistinct] the government. 


On the democratization process, the head of state 
disclosed that he has written to the secretaries general 
of the OAU and the Commonwealth as well as the 
president of the EU to send international observers 
to ensure that we conduct free and fair elections. He 
said the NPRC government is determined to create a 
congenial atmosphere for the elections and will prepare 
a level- clean playing ground for all the 15 registered 


political parties to Campaign and cover anywhere at any 
time without any hindrance. [passage omitted] 
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he stressed that hatred and bitterness can take us 
nowhere and as we think of peace and democracy, we 
should give high priority to the matter of reconciliation 
which consists of accommodation and forgiveness, and 
we should be our brother's keeper. Those who feel they 
reach Foday Sankoh, please let him know that we have 
forgiven him and his team and his fighters should come 
out of the bush for us to give our people peace, Brig. 
Gen. Maada Bio said. [passage omitted] 


Sierra Leone: Mining Minister on Dwindling 
Diamond Exports 

AB0602220596 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 6 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Nearly 214,000 carats worth 
of diamonds estimated at $22 million were last year 
officially exported. This was disclosed today at a meet- 
ing with diamond miners, dealers, and exporters at the 
Department of Mineral Resources in Freetown. The sec- 
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retary of state, mineral resources, Dr. Dan Foday, called 
for their cooperation in enhancing the government's rev- 
enue collection as well as in combating illicit diamond 
dealings. He maintained that as the backbone of the gov- 
ernment’s revenue collection, mining has over the years 
dwindled drastically as a result of the ongoing rebel 
war. Dr. Foday urged the diamond business commu- 
nity to hold dialogue with members of the department 
always, particularly on matters affecting mining activ- 
ities. He assured them of the government's continued 
support and protection. The general manager, Govern- 
ment Gold and Diamond Office, Mr. Mustapha Turay, 
warned against the smuggling of our precious miner- 
als which he said, would hinder the country’s economy. 
Several suggestions were made by members of the busi- 
ness community including the reinstatement of residen- 
lial permits in mining areas and on security in those 
areas. 
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